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Sr. MATTHEW xix. Y7

If thou wilt emter imto Life, kesp the *

Cor)mandment:. Dot s v

. A I SRR
el DI
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‘INTRObUCTION'. .

. My Cbhriftian Bretbren,

EING defirousof giving youa plain cxpoﬁ-
tionrof the Ten Commandments, it will he.
neceffary for me, firft, to fay a few words on the
relation in which we ftand to that Divine chg.
who diidains not to be called our raTHER,
and whe is pleafed to cenfider us as<his children,
You are fuppofed to- be. not unacquainted with
the nature of that Covenant, into which we all
entered at our Baptifm; a Covenagt of Grace
and Mercy on the part of Gop, and 2 .Cove-
nant of Faith and Obedience on (pe Part -of
man : Gon op_ his-part promxﬁ:dt, by virtue of
this - vaenam, ¢ternal glory in his hcavcnly
kmgdam teall his faithful fervants. Man, on
bis part, engages to lead a life of holinefs and
‘B obedignce
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obcdlcncc to the Will of Gon, lookmcf for
Salvation and everlafting Life, through the
merits and for the fake of Him, who died to
purchafe it for all mankind, even thc Lorp Jefus
Chrift.

The foundation of obedience is a true faith :
he that cometh to, Gop, with purpofes .of obe-
dience, muft firft believe that ue 1s, and then
that He is a «“ Rewarder of themthat diligently
feek him.” *Till you are thoroughly eftablifhed
in this firft principle of religion, it will be to
no purpofe for me to lay before you the. fe-
veral particulars of your duty. It will be ne-
" ceffary for you firft to know that, which, without
being tawght, you would never have inferred
through any powers or reafonings of your own
minds, viz. That you are crcatcd and fent into
the world by the Almighty Father of the Uni-
verfe, to learn his Will, and to perform it. And
for your encouragement, you will remember, -
that Gop is no refpedier of perfons; but’ bat in
every nation, and in every condition of life, be

that worketh righteoufnefs, whether he be high
or low, whether he be rich or poor, whether
he be bond or free, is accepred with him. By
" working righteoufnefs you are to underftand,
keeping Gop’s Commandments; all which are,
jn their nature and tendency, calculated to make
: . . . . us
8
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us holy and virtuous, religious and happy ; cal-
culated to enable us to pafs through the various
fcenes of this life with eafe and comfort, with
credit and fatisfation; and to fit us for that
cternal ftate which is referved to be the portion
and inheritance of the Saints of Gop in the
Kingdom of Heaven. Thefe Commandments
I intend, with Gop’s-affiftance, to éxplain . to
you' in the beft manner that I cag, that your
faith may produce abundant fruits of holinefs,
to the glory of Gop, and your own prcfcnt com-
fort and eternal benefit.

But firft, perhaps, you will expe& to hear
from me, how it comes to pafs, that thefe
~ Commandments which Gob delivered to Mofes
*on. Mount Sinai for the diretion and benefit of
the Jews, are made the rule of the Cbrifiian's -
conduét: and perhaps, alfo, you may with to - -
afk, “Is not the Jewith Law, with its Statutes,
and its Ordinances, fet afide by the Gofpel?
Have we not new Precepts, new Motives, new
Laws and Ordinances, without the neceffity of .
going back to Jewith Inftitutions and Jewifh
Laws 2 Youought to be fully. fatisfied upon this
point; otherwife you would not be fincere,
when, on hearing thefe Commandments re-
peated in the courfe of the Service, you humbly

pray Gop to havc mercy upon you for all your
B 2 former

= ”
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former breaches of thefe Laws, and to write
them in your hearts, and incline you better to
obferve them for the time to come.

Know then, that it was no part of our Sa-
viour’s bufinefs upon earth, when he appeared
to be the Inftru€tor, as well as the Saviour and

Redeemer, of Mankind, to fet up 2 new Syftem

of Religion, of a contrary tendency to tMe old:
that it was no part of his defign to fet afide any
of the moral Precepts of the Jewith Law: He
exprefsly cautions his Difciples againft fuch a
fuppofition: ¢ Think not,” fays ke, < that -1
¢ am come to deftroy the Law or the Prophets ;
] am not come to deftroy, but to fulfil.”
Think not that I am come to take off from you
the ebligations, which the Commandments de-
livered on Mount Sinai have laid upon you, to
love, honour, and ferve Gop, and to do good
to your neighbour, to regulate your affeétions,
and purify your hearts. No: I came rather to
enforce thefe duties in a ftronger manner, and
toadd new obligations and freth motives to obe-
dience. Here you find it neceffary to makea pro-
per diftin&ion between the ceremonial and the mo-
ral parts of the Jewith Law; the former of which
were only to continue for a time, and were always

intended to yield to the introduction of the rites
of
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of the Gofpel; .whereas the Jatter, ‘being fuch
as affe@ our religious and moral condu&, fuch
as tend to promote.the- glory.of Gob, the honour
of religiop, and our own and others’ prefent and
eternal happinefs, are of, perpetual and indifpen-
fable obligation. They flow from the fame
Fountain of Infinite Wifdom, and Holinefs, and
_Purity ; their tendency is to improve our piety,
to exalt our reverence of the Deity, to in-
creafe our vcncmnon for his Name, his Ser-
vice, his .Sabbath, and all things that belong
to him.

Thcy .are moft wifely calculated to kecp us.
ftedfaft in the difcharge of thofe relative duties
which we owe to men; and on the due per-
formance whereof, the peace of the world, and
the comforts of fociety depend. And laftly,
they tend to regulate our affetions, to reftrain
3ll immoderate defires, and to keep our minds
in a conftant (ubjeétion to the will of Gopb. In
a word, they are excellently defigned to dif-
pofe and enable us to live foberly, righteosfly, and
godly, in _this prefemt world: and thus are they
the fure and undeniable evidence of the truth

- . and fincerity of our faith; which is as clearly

difcerned by the obedience which it pro-
. B3 - duces,
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duces, ‘as the goodnefs of the tree is difcernible
by its fruits.

But, from the expreflion which ftands at the
head ef this Introduction, a falfe conclufion
may poffibly be drawn ; and you may be led to
‘imagine, that we may reafonably expe& to be
fa\vcd by our own good works; and that our
" obfervance of thefe Commandments will, of it-
felf, be fufficient, independent of every other
confideration, to eftablith our Clasjm to the
‘blefling of eternal life, It feems neceffary,
thcrcforc, in the beginning of thefe Inftruttions,
to guard you agamﬁ fo dangerous and ‘fatal an
error on this point: the truth you will find to
lie at an equal diftancé from two extremes. For
while fome grourid all their hopes of acceptancc
before Gop on their fuppofed attainments in
moral virtue'; others, with no better authority
from Scripture, are-not lefs confident, that g
-mere belief of certain revealed truths, wheteby
no fruits of holinefs are produced, will infure to
them the bleflings of heaven. The well-ip-
ftruted Chriftian fteers fafely between thefe
rocks: and neither fo ‘depends on his own at-
tainments in virtue, as to forget that tbere is no
other name ynder beaven wheréby be can-be faved.
Sut only the name qf our Lorp Fefus Chrift ; nor fo

depends
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depends on that Name, whichis indeed above every
other, as to f'oroct, that without as great a degrce
of perfonal bolinefs as the frailty of our nature is
capable of, no man can _fee the Lorv. It is an uni-
form obedience to the Commandments of Gob,
fpringing from a true faith in the revelations of
his word, which alone can afford us a well-
grounded hope of mercy in that hour, wherein
Gob, for Chrift’s fake, will receive ‘every faithful*
fervant of his to his favour, and to his ptefence .
in the Kingdom of Glory. Thefe' Command-
ments [ fhall endeavour, through Gop’s bleffing,
as opportunity fhall be given me, briefly, plainly,
and familiarly to infift upon, for your edification
4nd inftruétion ; and I hope that you will think
it your duty to be conftantly attendant, that you
may, without interruption, proceed with me in_
the confideration of the feveral particulars which

‘I fhall be led to treat of; and may be regu-
larly trained to-the knowledge, (and, thay Gop
of his mercy grant, to the pra&nce alfo) of 'y your,
duty For all knowledge, without pra&:cc, is
vain ; all faith, without obedience, is vain; whilft"
all obedience, without faith, is without its pro-
per principle, 'and cannot look for the divine
acceptance. It is the union of thefe which con-

- ftitutes that truly religious virtue, which a Gop

B4 . - of
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of infinite holinefs will not difdain to accept;.
when prefented in the name, and offered through -
the merits, of his Bleffed Son. Thefe precepts
the Son of -Gobp came down from heaven moft
«xplicitly to reveal and make known o the fons
"of men; they are the foundation of the reli-
gion wifkh He taught; and to one or other of
them may be referred every inftruction which
He delivered; fo perfetly do the two difpen-.
fations of the Law and the Gofpel harmonize
and agreé with each other, and fo true is that
do&rine which our Church inculcates, that the
Old Teftament is not contrary to the New, but
that the latter is a full confirmation of the former;
and only {erves to fhew, that both are the off-
- fpring of heaven, proceeding from the Author
. of “every good and every perfe& gift;” in whom
is' * no variablegefs, neither thadow of turping;”

but who is ¢ the fame yefterday, to-day, and for =

ever,” the Creator and Preferver, the Saviour

and Redeemer, the San&ifier and Comforter of
~ his Church, and of every faithful Membgr of ity
Row and for:evermore. ~Amen.

v
et N, P
o

-
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EXODUS xx. 3.
Thou fbalt bave no other Gods before Me.

OD hath- at fundry times, and in divers
manners, fpoken to the world: te-Mofes,
on Mount Sinai, the delivery of his Law was ac-
companied with awful’ demontftrdtions of his °
power, with thundering and lightnings, and
with every circumftance of terror: far different
is the manner in which, in thefe laft days, he
bath fpoken to us by his Son; who, being in the
form of Gobp, and thinking it no robbery to be
equal with Gop, condefcended to be made in the
likenefs of men; that in his ftate of humilia-
tion he might firft inftruét us in the way of
righteoufnefs ;- and when the fulnefs of the time
was come, might pour out his foul unto death,
* %0 make 4 full and perfeét-atonement and fa-
‘tisfaltion for our fins. The fubject of his di-
vine inftrutions, I obferved to you, when I laft
&Kidteffed you, was in no refpeét contraditory
10, :bac rather a confirmation of, the Laws and
Precepts, which the Lorp delivered to Mofes
Bs ‘ on
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on Mount Sinai: accordingly, when this quef-
tion was propofed to our Saviour, ¢ Mafter,
which is the Firft Commandment of the Law
he anfwers, ina dire& conformity to the Precept
of Mofes in the text, <« Hear, O Ifrael, the
¢ Lorp thy Gop is one Lorp ; and thou fhalt
«¢ love the Lorp thy God, with all thine heart,
¢ and with all thy mind, and with all thy foul,

-¢ and with all thy firength.” This is the firft
‘and great Commandment; and itis a full ex-

planation of the words which we are now con-
fidering ; and- which, when they require us to -
have none other God than the one Lorp, our _
Creator, Rcdccmer, and Sandifier, require‘us at
the fame time to believe in him, to fear him,
and to love him with an entire and perfet love ;
fo as to be able to fay, in perfeét fincerity, with
the Pfalmift, ¢<“ Whom have I in heaven but Thee,
¢« and there is none upon earth that I defire in-
< comparifon of Thee.” To bave, is to acknow-
ledge; to truft’ in, the Lorp of Heaven and
Earth as our only Gopo, the Author and Giver,
the Preferver and Support of our life. The rich,
and ever-flowing Fountain of all the bleflings
which we receive in'this world, and the fure,
foundation of all our hopes of happincfs and,
glory in the world to- come, Bleffed is thg
* people
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people who, in this fenfe of the word, have the:
. Lornp for their Gop.: Trufting in Him alone for
‘pardon and peace, for grace and glory ; loving
him above all things, as the fom- of all perfec-.
tion, as well as the firft caufe of all good to his’
creatures. In the Holy Scriptures, that whereon-
our firft affections are placed, is confidered as
~our God, and they who make any inferior
pofleffion or purfuit the object of their principal-
regard, do certainly violate this Firft Command-
ment. The covetous man, whofe heart and
mind are occupied by the defire of riches; the
ambitious man, who is continually gra/ping
at dignities and honours; the man of pleafure,
(as he is falfely called) -who is conftantly: en~
gaged in the purfuit of fesfual gratifications,
every one of thefe has chofen a worthlefs objeck
for his affetions, and afts in défiance of the
precept before us. The God of this world hath,
blinded their eyes, that they cannot fee the, glo<
riots privilege, the unfpeakable happinefs,
which is the portion of them that have the
Lornp for their Gop. The firft of thefe is ek«
prefily called an idolater, and the. others are
- d@nfidered as vainly fecking for happipefs where
it is not to be found, inftead of having recoutfe.
to that wellfpring of .comfort ahd delight, even
B6 flowing _
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flowing in plenteous ftreams from the author, of '
every blefling. . Agyour Baptifm you were made
-~ the ¢/ ;ld:;cn pf Gop, you were admitted into the
famii of Chrift; but being incapable of enfering
into a covenant with Gop in your own perfons,
t_hcrc were found certain charitable perfons, who
engaged for you, that as you grew up to fuch
an age, as to be made fenfible of your duty and
dbligations, you fhould be taught to make for
yourfelves a deliberate choice of the Lorp for
your Gop : this choice many of you have ra-
tified in your own names in the righ of Confirm-.
ation; when the duty of your baptifmal” fure-
ties ceafed, and you became profeffors-of “the.
gofpel of Chrift on your own account, - and im-
mediately refponfible to Gop for your adherence

-~ to Him all the remainder of your lives. And yet

farther hath this.covenant been rencwed by fuch
“of you as have, in conformity to your Saviour’s
left command, prefented yourfclves.before his
altar; there to remember. the .wonders of his
Jove, and to receive freth fupplies of.his grace,
whercby you might be enabled to ferve him in
kighteoufnefs and true helinefs all your days. '
You fee then by how many obligations yem
are’bound to cleave ftedfaftly unto God, to be<
Keve in, to-truft in, to fcar, to ferve, and to
love
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Jove Him only; that is, fo.infinitely above all
other things to 16v€ him, as to'be ready to facti-

fice every thing that is moft dear to you, rather - ->

than to forfake, reject, deny, or in any inftsnce to
renounce the Lorp your Gob. :
. Féw arguments will be neceflary to mforcc-'.-
tlns duty, if you call to your remembrance “the .
relation in which you ftand with refpcét to that®-
-adorable Being, ‘whom above all things you are’
reqmrcd to love, konour, and obcy. A
"1t Ke is your Creator; you.are the work"
of hxs hands ; who- in'the begmmng breathed{ )

_ into.. thie’ Hofftils of his™ Cteature, man, “'the
"< breath of life, and man became a living -foul;’

you are alfo endued with 2 reafonable and i im-
-mortal fpirit ;. you are- made capable of knowmg,
of loving, and of ferving Gop.

_‘adly. He is your continual Preferver ; in him
you live, and move, and have your bemc, he

“watches ovér you continually with parental care ;

he is about Your beds and about your paths, and
fpieth out afl your ways; a circurnftande, which
ought to-filk your mmds with"an awful regard
to your condu& in'the whole courfe ‘of your:
lives for be affured, « that there is no darknefs

- or. fhadow of death where the workers of ini-

quity may hide themfclves® from IIIM, whofe
. \ cyes
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eyes are ten thoufand times brighter than the
fun, beholding all the ways of the fons of men.

- 3dly. He is your Redeemer; he hath pur-
chafed you, -when ye were fold under fin, cap-
tives to Satan, and enemies to Gob ; ye are not
Yoxr ‘own, but ye are his people, his children,
his fervants, whom he hath bought with a price,
even with the price of his own blood; and the
argument drawn from this confideration by ‘the
Apoftle, applies itfelf .with peculiar force :---
¢« Therefore, glorify;Gop in your body, and in
.your fpmt, which are_ Gop’s.

. 4thly. He is your Sanétifier. Gop the Holy
Ghoﬂ:, the Third Perfon in-the Blcﬂ'cﬂ»Trinity,
is united with the Father and the Son. in thé

creation, prefervation, and falvation of man-

. kind ; He it is that worketh in us to will and to do

what is acceptable in the fight of Gop; He it -

is from whom every good thought, every re-
]lglOllS difpofition, every word and aion ori-
ginates, which may tend to promote the glory
of Gop, or the benefit of ourfelves and others :
we are by nature corrupt ; He purifieth our cor-

ruptions: we are by nature weak and frail, prone:

to error and continual deviation from the ftréight
path of our duty ; He it is that giveth us ftrength
and wifdom, to guide and eftablifh our goings in

. / ' . ) the
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the way which leads to heaven and happinefs *
without Him we dre and can do nothing ; butwe

"can do all things-that are required of us, if we |

are ﬁrcngthcncd affifted, and fupported by Him.
- This is that Great, Almighty, and Adorable
Being, exifting in Three Divine Perfons, co-
equally and co-effentially Gop, whom aloné we
are here commanded to acknowledge and obey;
dcvonng our whole heart and mind and affec-
tions to Him, unto whom” we are indebted for
all that we enjoy in this life, or look for-in a
better. We are not to-divide qur love; betwix¢
Gop and the world, its riches, its honours, or
its pleafures; for that is, to endeavour to re~
concile what is in its nature impoffible and " ine
compatible, the feéivice of Gop ahd Mammion!
He, to whom we ourfelves and all things which
are moft valuable and dear to us belong, ‘has the
moft reafonable .claim-to our entire and undi- -
vided affe@ion ; he is a jealous Gob, and wilt
not admit of a rival, where he¢ -has an indif~
putable "claim -to-the. wholc that we can offér
him. .. . : i
Exammc yourfclvcs thcrcfore ﬁ'cqucntly and
feri‘ouﬂy upon this point; whether you fo love
the Lorp your Gob; as not to dedicate the beft
affections of your mind to any inferior and unwor-'

e . thy
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thy objet ;—whether in all your difficulties your:
‘truft is in Him ;—whether He above all things

is the fubjet of your fear and reverence, your
love and admiration ;—whether-your thoughtsare.

principally dire@ted towards Him, and towards

the attainment of thoft heavenly glories,-which.

He hath promifed, purchafed, and prepared for.

his faithful fervants?

Be affured there is no ground of comfort and:
fatisfaltion equal to that, which arifes from a
fledfaft perfuafion, that the Y.orp Jchovah is.
your Gop; that the Great Creator and Go-

vernor of the Univerfe is your Proteftor and

your Friend ; that, through the merits, and for:
the fake of his Bleffed Son, he is' 4 reconciled
Father to finfol mankind. = T'hat,'by-his power
he preferves ; by hiis wifdom he dire@s; by -his
mercy-he fupports;” by his grace: he -fin&tifies
thofe that truft in Him, ‘that fear and love him,

fubmiffive-to his will, and obedient to his com- -

mands. Be ye fure, then, that the Lorp He is
Gop; it is He that hath made us; .it is He that
hath delivered our fouls from death; ‘it is.He
that prefervech our feet from falling, by thofe

conftant fupplies of fupernatural afliftance; which: ~.
are always within the reach of devout: prayer. -

To Him therefore, and .to Him alone, let the

it ' ~ words.



(17)

wqm;pf your mouths, the meditation. of your
hehres, .the aitions .of -your lives, andiall the
powers and faculties of your fouls be directed ;

that' fo your whole fpirit and foul.and body may
be preferved blamelefs unta the coming-of our

Lorp and Saviour Jefus Chrit: To svhom =

with the Father and the Pfoly Ghoft, Three
Perfons and One Gob, be all honour and glory,
thankfgiving and praife, wm'ld withatit end,
Amen,

N Se. MATTHEW, iv. 10,

Thou’ foalt worfbip the Loxp thy Gop, and Him
only foalt thou ferve,

THIS is the fubftance of the Second Com-
mandment; and it is as nearly conneéted with the
firft, as the fervice of the lips is or ought to be
connetted with the affections of the heart. We.
. need not many admonitions to ferve Him whom
aur foul loveth: attention, reverence, and outward
refpé®, are the neceffary refult of grateful at-
tachment to the obje&t of our affection : when

: we
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we review the obligations under which we lie
to the Supreme Author of every bleffing in
time and eternity, what queftion is fo natural for
us to afk as this?* * What reward fhall I give unto
< the Loxrp for all the benefits which He hath bé-
¢ ftowed upon me ?”> And what anfwer is fo well
adapted to our fjtuation as that which the Pfal-
mift inftantly fubjoins?—¢¢ I'will receive the cup
¢ of falvation, and I will call upon the Name of
the Lorp: Iwill demonftrate my reverential
¢ love and gratitude, by devoting myfelf to
 his fervice, by ha&cmng to his courts with
« thankfgwmg, and entering into. his gates
¢« with praife,”’~—This Commandment, in for-
bidding the worfhip of any creature, neceffa-
rily dire@s-our religious fervices to their only
proper objed, the Sovereign Lorp of Heaven
and earth, It is a very {‘mkmg token of the
weaknefs and corruption of human nature, that
ever fuch a prohibition fhould have been necef
fary; that any rational creature fhould be ca-
pable of transferring his religious fervices from
the ‘Author. of his Being -and his well-Being,
the Great Creator, Preferver, Redeenier, ‘and
Sanéifier of the. World, to a defpicable graven
image, the work of men’s hands; which. hath
eyes, yet fceth not ; which' hath ears, yet heareth-

not;
!
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not; which hath feet, yet moveth not ; nei- |
ther is any breath in its mouth. O! miferable
delufion of fallen man! How fhall we account
for the prevalence and encouragement of a
practice irreconcileable with reafon or common
fenfe! The folly of idolatrous worfhip hath en-,
gaged the fevereft fatire of the infpired and
apocryphal writers ; and though I have no rea~
fon to fufpe@ that any of my prefent -hearers
arc likely to be feduced into the érrors of fich
as worfhip the creature rather than the Creator,
yet it may not be amifs, in order to confirm
them in the right way, and to increafe their
thankfulnefs t6 Him, who hath placed them in
* ‘it to fet before them the. abfurdxty of that wor-
thip, the obje& of which is any other than Gop’
Himfelf, -as defcribed and enlarged upon by
thofe wrntcrs My quotatlon will neceffarily be
of confiderable length; .but it will ferve more
fully to expofe the vanity of idol-makers and
idol-worfhippers, than‘any thing which I ceuld
of myfelf deliver on the fubject.- Hear ye then
the Prophet, after a full vindication of the al-
mighty power and eternity of Gop :—<¢ They
¢ that make a.graven image, -are all of them
¢ vanity, and their delectable things fhall not
€ proﬁb, and they are their-own wnncﬁ'es, they

- e fee
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fec not, nor know, that they may be afhamed..
Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven
image that is profitable fornothing ? Behold,
all his fellows fhall be athamed ; and the work <
men, they are of men: Let them all be ga-

fhall fear, and be a(hamcd togethcr, * The
fmith with the tongs both worketh in the
coals, and fathioneth it with hammers, and
worketh it with the ftrength of hisarms: Yea,
he is hungry, and his ftrength faileth; he
drinketh no water, and is faint. The carpen~
ter ftretcheth out his rule ; he marketh it out
with a line: He ficteth it wich planes, and he
marketh it out with a compafs, and maketh
it after the figure of a man, according to the
beauty of a man; that it may remain in the
houfe. He heweth him down cedars, and

«_taketh the cyprefs and the oak; which he

(14

«

ftrengtheneth for himfelf among the trees of
the foreft ;” or, which he hath cultivated and

fuffered to increafe for this unreafonable pur-

pofe: « He planteth an afh, and the rain doth

¢ nourith it. ‘Then fhall it be for a man to

({4

(4

burn: For he will take thereof and warm
himfelf: Yea, he kindleth it, and baketh

¢ bread: Yea, he makcth a god, and worfhip-

« pcth
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« peth it : He maketh it a graven image, and
¢ falleth down thereto : He burneth part thereof
< in the fire ; with part thereof he eateth fleth:
¢« He roafteth roaft and is fatisfied: Yea, he
¢ warmeth himfelf, and faith, Aha!I am warm,

< I have feen the firé.” And the refidue thereef

<< he maketh a god, even his graven image.:. He
<« falleth down unto it, and worfhippeth it;

¢ and prayeth unto it, and faith, Deliver me,

« for thou artmy God. They have not known,
¢ nor underftood ; for he hath fhut their eyes,

_ ¢ that they cannot fée ; and their hearts, that

« they cannot underftand. And none confi-

" ¢ dereth in his heart, neither is there knowledgc

“¢ nor underftanding to fay, I have burnt part of
¢ it in the fire: Yea, alfo I have baked bread
“« .upon the coals thereof: I have roafted fleth
v and eaten it; and fhall I make the refidue

"« theredfan abomination? Shall I fall down to

«¢ the ftock of a tree ? He feedeth of athes: A
v¢ deceived heart hath turned him afide, that he

<« cannot deliver his foul, nor fay, Is there not

« alie in my right hand-?*’=I have gnven you
this quotation at full length, becaufe it is much
téo lictle to fay of it, that it expofes the ab-
furdity and folly of idolatry, to fay nothing of
vts unptety, in terms far. more forcible than

any.
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any ‘which 1 could ufe on the fub]c& A
thorough confideration of thi§ paffage muft
needs fill the violators of this Second Com-

mandment with fhame for thejr offence againft:

the common diftates of reafon, as well as
with forrow, for having robbed the Divine

Majefty of his glory and his worfhip, and fub-.

ftituted an empty, ufelefs, defpicable idol in His
ftead. Some better plea, perhaps, yet wholly
unjuftifiable, do they offer for their breach of
this divine law, who copfider the mother of our

Blefied Lorp as a fuitable objet of divine:

worfhip. That fhe is ever to be regarded as the
inftrument in Gop’s hand of the greateft poffible
bleffing to mankind, is readily allowed: and we

do moft heartily fulfil her prediction concerning -

herfelf, that ¢ all generations fhould. call her

¢¢ blefled.”> But we know no human creature -

in the charater of a Being whom it is our duty
to adore. The Holy, Bleffed, and Glorious
Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy

Ghoft, One very and eternal* Gop, is the only -

" object of our religious fervices: to “Him alone
we look up; to Him alone we addrefs ourfelves
" as the Author of our being and well being ; of
our creation, and prefervation; of our redemp-
tion from the punifhment, and our deliverance

from

ey
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from the power of fin; for all our hopes of fe-
curity from danger, of pardon and peace, of
grace in this world, and of glory in a better.
We feek no other mediation betwixt Goo and
us, than that of the Man Chriff Fefus, exalted
to his mediatorial kingdom, and feated at the -
right hand of the Father, and ever living to make
interceffion for us: much lefs do we worthip the.
pureft- angel, or heavenly fpirit, who, like our-
felves, is a fervant of Gop, appointed, infome
invifible but gracious manner, to miniffer to fuch
as fhall be beirs of falvation; Anintermediate link
in the chain of communication between heaven
and earth, but only commiffioned to be an in-
ftrament of the divine mercy or of judgment to
the children of men. )
But as there is a negative obligation in this -
Commandment, fo there is a poffitive duty moft
ftrongly implied in it ; .and when we are forbid-
den to worfhip that which is no god, we are re-
quired to worthip the tru¢ Gop in a devout and
acceptable manner. Gap is a Spirit; and they
.that worfhip Him, muft worfhip Him in fpiri¢
and in truth. He is a difcerner of the thoughts
and intentions of the heart, and unto Him, with .
whom we have immediate intercourfe in our
prayers, all things are naked and open: He, we
‘ - may
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‘may be affured, “will not fall to diftinguith be-
tween the vain effufions of hypocrify, the«care-
Jefs mockery of negligence, the idle vanities -of
fuperdtition, the irrational ditates of enthufiafm,
‘and ‘the ‘decent, fober, temperate, and-devout
expreflions of undiffembled piety. We are
‘never to forget, as the beft fecurity of our due ob~
- fervance of this-Commandment, . the Almighty’s
declaration concerning himfelf: ¢ I the-Lorp
¢« thy Gop am a jealous Gop;” jealoys of the
honour due to my name and my adorable at-

divine fupremacy, as the Creator and Sovereign
of the World; avenging thé® impiety of them
that hate me, éven to the * third and fourth

- ‘generation, but fhewing ‘mercy even unto |

thoufands of them that love me, and that de-
monftrate their love of me, by keeping my«
Commandments. Let me intreat you to attend
to. the. Almighty’s declaration concerning hims
felf in thefe words ; and whilit you confider
the.awful feverity of his threats, you will a the
fame time admire the foperior graces -of his

* Mightnot the words =31 b e by be rendered
unto thirty and unto forty; and would not ' this, conftruction of
the words form proper Antithefis 'td the word m‘n'm'? fo
thawfands? ‘The word gemeretion, 00 fcholar needs to be in,  *
formad, is not in the original text. .
. mercy
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mercy and loving kindnefs; and may it be the
defire of your hearts, and the conftant endea-
vour of your lives to efcape the former, and be.
made partakers of the latter. To this end, O
worthip the Lorp in the beauty of Holinéfs ;
adore his mercy, and ftand in awe of his judg-
ments; bow not your knee to a fenfelefs idok
nor bow.the knee of your hearts to any of thofe
creatures, which are but too apt to excite in us
an idolatrous affe&ion, to the exclufion--of ovr:
€reator, who is Gop over all, bleffed for ever-.
- more. You will obferve, that lie who beftows
the beft affe@ions of his heart, the moft ‘ftre-
‘nuous .endeavours of his life, and the moft va-
luable portions.of his time and exertions ‘onp any-
thing fhort of Gop, and the things above, falls
within the cenfure and the punithment of thofe
wha are here defcribed as thofe that hate Goo,
and keep not his Commandments: they have’
fet up idols in their hearts, and cannot worthip
the true Gop with that fimplicity and godly fin~
. cerity, which alone tan render their fervices ac-
“ceptable in his fight, As, in ourexplanation of
the former Commandnient, we fhewed, that a
divided heart was not fuch a factifice as Gon
will accept; fo neither wilk He accept a-divided
fervice : chufe ye therefore, or rather remem-+
ber, that at your baptifm the theice was made,

’ C whom
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, Whom ye would ferve ; ye then devoted your- .
felves to the fervice of the Lorp. Jehovah, and
engaged to continue in the fame all the days
of your life: remember then the vow that is- .
upon you, and faichfully perform what was fo-
leminly undertaken in your mame, and of which
" snany of you are of an age thoroughly to com-
pithend the nature and importance; and, re-
aouncing all obje@s that are unworthy of your
firft regard, ‘whether in your general purfuits,
of in your religious performances, let this be
fot only the language of your lips, but the
fulléft convi@ion of your hearts, thatthe Lorp
He is thie Gop, the Lorp He is the Goo.. To .
whom Father, Son; and Holy-Spirit, Three Per-
fons, and One Gop, be all honour, glory, and
prai; world wlthout cnd. "Amen. :

e __]

EXODUS xx. 7. -

ﬁm Jhalt not bake the Name of the Lorp thy
Gop in vain; for the Lorp will not bold bim

-guiltlefs, that takesh bis Name in vain.
- *FO thke the Name of Gop in vain, I hardly
méd obférve to you, 4s to make an ‘indecent,
xmpropcr,
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improper,-or profane ufe of it; whether in
your ordinary coaverfation, or more {olemnly
in a Court of Jultice ; where the introduction of
that awful Name, which “is above every name
that can be named in heaveny or on earth,” for
the confirmation.of a falfehood, is jultly con-
fidered asthe higheft degree. of vialation of this
Divine Law, the boldeft 2& of defiance of the
Majelty of Heaven. This is the general inter-
pretation of this Third Commandment ; and the
terms in which the fentence of Gob againtt it is
pronounced, though lefs fevere than they might
- have been, are yet fufficiently awful and dif-
ctouraging, to deter any confiderate perfon from:
being guiity of this great offence; an -offence
not lefs agsinft the decencies of fociety, than
againft the will and command of Him that hath
" forbidden it an 6ffence agpiaft ewery, dictate of
reafon and common fenfe; an offence which is
fo far from obtaining credit, that it utterly de-
{iroys every favourable opinion of the veracity
of the fpeaker. I obferved, that the Almighty’s
threat was fufficient to difcourage every confi- -
derate perfon from perfifting in a wviolation of
ghis Command; but the misfortune is, that fuch
asaﬁow themfelves in this fin are peculiarly i m(
yonfiderate ; and to this is to be principally im?
puted the prevalence of a vice which has fo very -
C2 Tittle

-
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Tittle to urge in its own behalf. - The groffeft
- tranfgreflor of this part of the Divine Law, I
mean the wilfully-perjured perfon, who dares
. tocall on the ‘facred Name of Gop, as a witnefs
to a known falfehood, in a Court of Juftice ; fuch
‘an one, I admit, may plead, that he'was tempted
to this crime, either to fhelter Limfelf or others -
from the pumfhmcnt, which he or they were in
‘danget of incurring for fome other offence, or to
‘obtain fome dear-bought advantage, not otherwife
‘to be obtained: and, fince the dif¢ernmient of the
thoughts and intents of the heart: bclongcth only

- to Goo, fuch arts and deceit may often fucceed,
by eluding the difcovery of fallible men; but
great indeed is the offence in the eyes of Him,
‘who being a Gop of Truth, and even Truth it-
felf, is called upon to be the witnefs of a falfe-
hood: He will not hold fuch guiltlefs; He will
account them the moft outrageous tranfgreflors
of his laws, and make them feel the effe&s of
that power, which their prefumption leads them
to defy. But'we are to lament the other more
frequent violation of this command, of which

" multitudes are guilty in their ordinary intercourfe
with- one’ another: let the fubjc& be ever fo

- trifling, the occafion ever fo unimportant, the
appeal is made to the Majefty of Heaven for
. a the
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the truth of what is afferted, without the flighteft
referve, without the leaft veneration for that
Name, which angels themfclves, with the pro-
foundeft reverence, adore: When we reflet that

~of every idle word that men fhall fpeak, they fhall
.give anaccount in the day of judy zment ; when
we are exprefsly told, that by their words men
fhall be jutftified, and that by their words they fhall
be condemned, we are quite at a lofs to con-
ceive, from what fource a fin can. orxgmatc,
.which has folittle to offer in its vindication. Were
Yyou ferioufly to afk of one, whom you heard ut-
.gering curfes againft his nmghbour, and either
- ultimately or diretly bringing thcm down, or
apparently withing to brmg them down upon
‘his own head; you would be furprized at the weak-
nefs of his arguments, if he fhould venture, to
,urge any in.the way of apology :—¢ I was angry"’

—< I was vexed”— I knew not what I faid”—

¢ I was not aware of my guiltinefs and folly"
I did“not confider the force and meaning of
.my words”—or rather, “I meant nothing at
allL”’— Nay but, O man! -remember, that thou

~ .art both a rational and an acconntable creature ;

'thcrcforc accountable, becaufe endued with rea-
fon, and a power of dxlccrnmcnt betwixt good
) and -evil, betwixt w1fdom and folly, betwixt
C3 - obedience
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lience to the will of Gop and a wilful defiance
is Majefty, Power, and Authority : and ftilt
ier accountable, as being bleft with divine
: for the regulation of thy conduct with
Ho]y Scriptures for thy dire&ion in every
icular of thy duty; with the fulleft revela-
concerning the nature and attributes of that
ighty Being, whom thou ventureft, with
prefumptuous confidence, to affront and
ife. If inconfideration be admitted as a bar
he féntence againft ungodlinefs, then is the
:r admitted to plead in his excufe the neglet
sop's, beft and moft valuable gift, whereby
raifed and diftinguithed above every other
of the creation. But fuch a plea will not,
feared, be admitted at that “T'ribunal, where
y one will be made refponfible for the right
of fuch talents and endowments as he has
ved ; and where no man will be excufed
n offence, which a right ufe of his reafon
d have prevented him from committing. 1
v right ufe of his reafon, independent on
bedience to the pofitive ditates of divine
ation: ¢ I fay unto you,” faith the Great
i&or, as well as Redeerher of Mankind,
ear notat all.”  And his apoftle, ¢« Above
things, my brethren, fwear naot; but let

! Y()Ur
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¢ your yea be yea, and your nay, may, left ye
« fall into condemnation.” Thus doth. the
Word of Gop, in addition to the dictates. of
common fenfe, condemn this fin as equally im-
pious and irrational : you find it frequontly com-
mitted, even where the obje& againft whom the
- curfes are uttered is altogether infenfible of the
~ imprecation, and incapable of fuffering what is-
fo foolifhly denounced againft it: how holt then to
all fenfe of propriety, as well as of decency, arc the
wilful tranfgreﬂ‘ors of this divine Commandment.}
But is there not another way, wher¢in this
part of the law of Gob may: be violated, ‘withe
put running into thofe foolifh extravagances,
or that moft ferious defiance .of .the. power
and wrath of Almighty Gob, which we have
~ already- noticed ?. Surely #b¢y may be faid tq
taka the Name of the Lorp their Gobp in.vain,
* who haying been baptized ‘in his Name, and
adopted into his family, and having folemnly,
avowed themfelves his children and his fervants,
do afterwards live in- dire& difobedtence ter his
laws, and in wilful contempt of his authority.
The precept of the apoftle addreficth itfelf to

© every Chriftian, without excepuon, when -he

direts, that “ every one that nameth the Name
of Chrit fhould depart from i iniquity 5’ other:
C 4 wife -
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wife tne queftion applies itfelf with péculiar force,
« Why call ye me, Lorp, Lorp, and do not
% the things which I fay ? " Why do you profefs
« yourfelveb. the difciples of Chrift, when your -
- < condué declares you to be altugether unin-
< fluenced by his precepts, and unedified by his-
<« all-perfect éxample ? Why in words do ye ac-:
¢« knowledge and confefs, that the Lorb- is your
« Gop, whilft in-works ye deny him?* -This is
a very ferious tranfgreflion of the Command-
ment before “us, which highly deferves, but,-I
believe, feldom enters into, our ‘confideration ;
yet, if we would vindicate ourfelves from - the
charge of inconfifiency as well as irreligion, it i
. our duty to render our practice conformable to
our profeffiori; and, through the help of divine
grace, to become as well in reality, as in name,
the difciples and followers, the fervants and chxl-
dren'of Jefus Chnift.-

'Having pointed out to you in what mﬁanccs
this Commandment is broken, it is neceffary that
1 thould fet before you the means, whereby you
-may beft be fecured from the commiffion of a
- crime, fo offenfive to Gop and to focnety, asthat -
which we are.now confidering :—

-1{t. then, let me earnefily rccommcnd it to -
yau fcnouﬂy to confider the weaknefs of thofe

- excufes
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.excufes which are offered byfuch as allow them-
felves to. be guilty of this horrible fin of pro-
:fanenefs. They fay, they have contracted a ha-
. bit of doing it; and they fcarcely know when they
-offénd; but does the. frcqucncy of any fin leflen,
does it not rather increafe, its gmlt? Eyen now,
then, from this moment,, it is high. timéthat
fuch an. evil cuftom fhould be broken off.—=
N Othcrs fay, that they truft it-will be excufed, .as
.the effeét of paffian; but, befides. that it is oyr
:duty to cohtroul and govern our pafliens, -is jt
.ot moft unredfonable that we fhould refent an
 injury. from man, by flying in the; face-of Gon?

- Will any man venture to ftab his ewn fatheg, to
~revenge an injury-received from another band?
Juft as reafonable is it to affront your Creatoy,
~becaufe your. fellow-creature has offended yoy.
. But. perhaps tis.fathionable, and ’tis manly, o
- thew that you have courage enough to brave the
almighty power of Gop. O ! run not with the

o cmultitpde to do -evi);  and. chink it no mark 9(

courage, that you do-not fear Him, “who hath

- power. to caft:both your body and foul into hell.” -
-Laftly, you may urge, perhaps, intemperance fgr
- your excuft, that you thys offend, when realon
is off her 4guard Bug why is.fhe off her gyard ?
A,nd why is mtempcrance broughe as an. exgpl,
R .. C Stan L, whea

~
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when it is itfelf an aggravation of the crime?
Such an excufe will little avail before an earthly
tribunal ; fill lefs will it be accepted.beéfore the
allrighteous judgment-feat of Chrift.
od. But your moft effe@tual fecurity againft the
violation of this command, is an awful fenfe of
‘Gop's eontinual prefence with you.. Settle this-
firmly in your own mind, that there is not a
- ward proceeding from your lips, a thought en-
seguraged in your heatt, or an a&ion .producod
“in your life and condu@, of whith He 15 not
now the witnef3, who will onc day be the Judge.
‘Wnder the - Jewith difpenfation, He ordained,
-that whofoever blafphemed the name.of the
Lorp fhould be put to death; and under the
“Chriftian difpeifation, the Commandment is ex-
_dprefs:—SWEAR NOT AT ALL. And we are 2ffured,
“-that the Name which is fo freely, -fo carelefsly,
‘fo profancly taken into our mouths, is above
‘gvery other efititled to the moft profound re-
‘fpe&t and the moft awful veneration.of men on
‘¢irth and of angels in heaver.

* Let your converfation then. be fuch as be-
cometh the Gofpel of Chrift;”” and in that com-
prehenfive word we include not only your com-
mon difcourfe, -byt the general turn and tenor of

 sycur life and altions: Set-Gop always beford yov,
“mot merely as an object ¢ of terror, but as an object
: : ~ . of
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of pm(buudc(’c reverence ; ; and dare pot to think, -
or fpeak, or ait otherwife than becometh the
hildren of your Heavenly Father; that whep
the Judge of all the carth thall appeas, to whom
ansccountof all your thoughts, words, and deeds,
is to be rendered, ye may be reccived into his fa-
-vour and prefence, and may exchange the pure,
«pious, fober, and difcreet convérfatiob of .Saints
-and holy perfons, for the hymps and prajfes, and
delightful exercifes of the angelsin heaven. , |
Now to Gob the Father, the Son, and - the
. Holy Ghoft, Three Perfons and One Gop, be
“all honour, and glory, and praife, world thhqut
end. Amen.

-
CIREIPIEN

. EXODUS =xx. 8.
Romanber the Sablath Day 1 bép ir boly. .

T HIS precept of the divine Iaw is nmroduch

in fuch a pccuhar ,manncr, as to, command a
. more: than ordinary refpe&. Itisintended to &x-
- cite a proper attention to the Comumandmicnt, and
- Ce - . a due
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' 'due fehfe ‘of the value of that glft with whxch

the Lorp was pleafed to blefs mankind, in- the

inftitution of the fabbath. It is one of his
greateft  mercies, and Hé here requires it to be
- ‘had in conﬁant remembrance; .and fo' remem-

bered, as to be apphcd to the purpofes for which

dt'was fet apart by its moft gracious Author. We
+ ‘are here tommanded to keep it holy; yet not to
_ -the exclufion of thofe works of indifpenfable

neceffity, and Chriftian Charity; which are fo

“faf from being violations of this Commandment,
“that'they conftitute a truly religious obfervance
-of -it. ¢ Six days fbalt thou labour, and do

all thy work ;> a moft gracious allowance of fix
parts in feven of our time for our own purpofes,
with only a claim of the remaining feventh for
the immediate fer®ices of religion. Here, how-
ever, let me caution you againft a dangerous
mifapprehenfion of this merciful grant- of fix
days for the ordinary bufinefs of our lives, as
though all concern for religion on any day except
the fabbath were wholly impertinent and unne-

.ceffary : On no day is Gob to be excluded from

our thoughts; on no day are -our fervices to be

“withholden: that day is very ill begun, which is
" not begun with prayer to Gop; and that day is
“as ill-concluded, which cnds not with. praifes for

mercies
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mercies received, and fupplications of pardon for
fins committed. Much has been faid on the -
- fubje@ of the change of day, whereon the Chrif-
tian fabbath is celebrated; on this I fhall not
- trouble you, as conceiving it to be a matter of
" litde importance to you. You are born and
educated in a country which confiders the firft
day in every weck (commonly called Sunday,
‘or the Lorp’s Day) as proper to be dedicated
to religious fervices: it is of more importance
0 you to point.out the beft method of obferving
it, - that the end of its inftitution may be moft
effe&ually anfwered. In the firft place then,
let me obferve to you, that the very name by

* ‘which it is diftinguithed as the. Lorp’s Day, is

- fufficient; one fhould imagine, to command g}
" reverence of every religious - perfon; furely
-whatever belongs to the Lorp, is entitled to our
- -utmoft refpe; but it challenges our regard
more efpecially‘on account of the mercies and
_benefits commemorated thereon.  We celebrate
the accomplithment of our redcmpnon by Jefus
Chrift, effeted by his refurreftion from the
. dead, even as the Jews on theif fabbath the finifli-
ing the works of creation. We celebrate the de-
fcent of the Holy Ghoft on this firft day of the week
upon the apoftles. - By the latter of thefe great
N : - events
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events we are delivered from the power, and by
the former from the punithment of fin, Thus
is this holy day recommended to our devout ob+_
fervance, by confiderations meoft proper to.ex-
cite our grateful veneration : And it was for.this
- particular purpofe that the fabbath was given to
man, that, amidft the various diftrating pur-
fuits in which he finds himfelf engaged, be may
not want, at proper intervals, leifure and op-
" portunity to lift up his bears to thofe regions
. where his #reafare ought and is fuppofed to be,
and to that all-gracious and all-glorious Being, by -
" whom the riches of glory, and honour, and im-

mortality are difpenfed to the children of men.
The religious obfervance of certain times and
{eafons, fet apart for the worthip of the Su-
-preme Being, has ever been confidered as an in-
difpenfable duty, even among fuch as have erred
exceedingly concerning the form and manner,
and even thie object of their worthip. It re-
mained only for fuch, as retain no fnfe of Gon
or religion in their mingds, utccr}y to rqe& thefe
gutward- declarations of ‘their belief in the ‘one;
or their refpect for the other’:” and it is not until
men are hardencd in negligence or unbelief,
that they can prevail with themfelves to a&t in
dcﬁancc of cvery obligation of gratitude, and
. the
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the moft {olemn injunéion of this Conimand-
ment. I have alrcady. obferved that it is

introduced in a manner peculiar to itlelf :—
Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy.
e is bevavfe the infinite wifdom of the Divine
-Law-giver foreknew how apt 'his negligent and

‘difobedient children would be to forget their
-Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier; how pro-
-bable it would be, that either the allurements of
finful pleafures, or the diftrattions of worldly

.cates, would render them unmindful of their
.principal and moft important duties and con-
Sad experience fully: convinces us, that He -
who laid on man this injunion to remember Him,

“and his Commandment, knew the propenfities
: of our fiaful nature : For do we not fee thoufands
‘of our nominal Fellow-Chriftians as uttesly re-
.gardlefs of this day, as if they really lived with~
‘out Gop in the world ? as if they had no fenfe
‘of the.benefits for which-they ftand indebted
-to the divine goosnefs;:as if they.-had never
-formed & proper eftimate either of the bleflings
-alteady received, or -of the treafures laid up for
the righteous in a better world. You, I truft,
my Chriftian Brethren, have not attended to
‘my m!truéhons on this and other religious
6 fubJe&s,
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fubjedts to {o little purpofe, as not to know, that
to fear Gob, and to keep bis Commandments, is the
- abole duty of Man. And that not one. of the
.Commandments requires a more ftrict attention, -
-though perhaps none is more trified with, or ne-

gleted, than this before us: for, let only the. re- .

Atraints which the obfervance of the fabbath lays
upon us be taken off, and every difpofition to fulfil
the will and commands-of Gop will gradually fok-
low; the mind will contra®t a degree of indo-

-lence, or .hardnefs, - or infenfibility, which will
prove fatal to our growth in grace and religious
virtue. Having, as we conceive, with impu-

-nity, affronted Gop, by defpifing his fabbath,

. by neglecting his ordinances, and by turning ownr
backs on his fervice, and preferring every other
purfuit before that of religious improvement;

. the fubordinate duties refpeting our neighbour

.cannot he expected to have much ibfluence-on

-our hearts and lives. If we abflain from a&s of

“violence, injuftice, or rapacity, it.can hardly be
fuppofed that we are reftrained by pringiple, but
only difcouraged by the fear of temparal  pu-

- nithment ; and why we fhould not, dread ten
thoufand times more the avenging fcouwrge of

. anoffended Gop, I profefs myfelf ptterly ag a lofs

.to determine. Under the chxlh law, the prq-

‘ . w . faner
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faner of the fabbath was to be ftoned to death ;

and even an apparently flight violation of this,
law a&ually received that punifhment. Under

the Chriftian difpenfation, the Commandment
is. full as exprefs, the obligations full as
ftrong, and the wrath of  an infulted Deity as -
certain as heretofore ; as certain indeed, but
not as immediate. The punifhment affigned to
it by human laws hath nothing formidable, per-

haps, in it; certainly nothing adequate to the
mifchievous nature and malignity of the offence.
But is not a day at hand, when the Almighty
Judge of heaven and earth fhall charge againft

" us every wilful violation of his laws, and thofe
offences in particular, whereby the glory of his
name, the welfare of his true rcllglon, and the
general happinefs of mankind in this life and a
better, were prefumptuoufly fet at nought ? Flat-
ter not then thyfelf, vain man, that however thou
mayeft have- efcaped the temporal punifhment
of thy fin, thou fhalt efcape the all-righteous
judgment of Gop, Think not, that, amldft
fuch a multitude cf offenders in the fame way, . .
thou fhalt not be obferved. Surcly the all-
difcerning Judge of heaven and earth will not
fuffer any wilful tranfgrcﬁor of his laws to pafs
unpundhcd

<

Hoping
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Hoping then, that ¥ may have fucceeded in
my endeavours to ‘convince you that .the -fab-.
bath day cannet innocently be profaned,. I fhald
dedicate the fhort remainder of this difcourfe to-
the bufinefs of direing you bow to obferve it
"in the beft and moft profitable maaner.

Itis acknowicdgcd to be aday of reft; butz
let me intreat you not to miftake idlenefs for
reft. It is thesefore @ 22y of ref from worldly
‘labaur, that the time which is occupied by that_
on the other days of the weck, may on this-be
devoted to the proper employment of an im-
mortal fpirit, an heir of Gop’s eternal kingdom,
ftis a day of re¢f, that it may be aday of re-
flection, of felf-examination, of ferious and-in-
nocent converfation, of attendance on the du-
ties of public worfhip, of \more enlarged de-
votions in pnvatc, and with your families; and

at the clofe of ‘it; of holy meditation on all that =

you have heard, and read, and done. It is a
. day of r¢,¢, but miferable are they, who mif~
interpret ref, as leifure for intemperance and
finful indulgence. What hope can fuch perfons
entertain of admiffion into tbat ref, which re«
mains for the people of Gop? Have they not tao
juft caufe to fear, that they fhall be of the num-
ber of thofe to whom the Almighty hath fworn
. i
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in hjs wrath, that they fhall not enter into bis reff?
.The apoftle fpeaks of fome who could not enter
in, becaufe of unbelief, It will be equally un-
rcafonable for thofe to'look for heavenly reft,
who have fo abufed one of Gon’s moft precious
gifts, as to make his fabbath a day for licentious
exceflés, inftead of a day for the exercifes of
piety, and the improvement of  their fouls in
grace and holinefs.

Conﬁdcnng, then, the Lano S Day as ap-
propriated to His fervice, refolve ta welcome
cvery return of it with thankfulnefs; pay an
-carly attention-to the duties of it ; prepare your.
{clves for the public fervice by ferious and fea-
fonable reflections on the mercies of Gor in the
creation, prefervation, and redemption of the
world, and particularly, in affording us the means
of grace onevery fabbath day, in order to render
us capable of the eternal bleffings, {0 dearly purs
¢hafed, and promifed to fuch as fhall enter into
his réft. Draw near, then, with chearful hearts,
to the gates of His holy temple, and enter into
His courts. with praife.” Let no part of the fer-
vice, there to be performed, be treated with in-
difference and contempt; turn net away from
the blefling offered you in the. Holy Commu-

" nion ef the Body and Blood of Chrift ; devote a
. reafonable
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- rcafonablc portion of the day to innecemt and
* temperate feftivity ; but fuffer nothing to inter-
fere with your attendance on both mom'mg and
evening prayer: the fabbath day is never kept
holy, when either of thefe fervices is carelefsly

negleted. Let ferious meditations on what has -

been heard or read employ your evening thoughts.
Such of you as have families will do well to de-
dicate a portion of time to the inftrution .of
your children and your fervants s and I dare
promife you, from a fabbath fo employed, more
real comfort and fatisfaction, than any other mode
of fpending it can pofiibly afford. You will
" be well prepared to meet the occurrences and
difcharge the duties of your feveral ftations in
the following week. © You will find yourfelves
more ready to receive the difpenfations of  Pro-
* vidence in a proper manner, and to improve
them to the beft advantage; if profperous, to
enjoy his bleffings with moderation ; if adverfe,
toendure his wholefome corretions with patience
and with fortitude. In 2 word, you will, by the -
due obfervance of this holy day, be difpofed and

enabled fo to pafs through things temporal, ay
not finaily to lofe the thmgs which .are. eternal
Your fabbath {pent in the fervices of piety on
carth, will be a prelude and an intraduction to

' : that
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that eternal fabbath, which fhall be the portion -
of the children of Gop in his kingdom of ever-
lafting glory, through Jefus Chrift our Lorbp :

To whom with the Father, and the Holy
- Spirit, be all honour, glory, and praxﬁ: world
‘mthout eand.  Amen.

EXODUS XX, 12.

Hmaur thy Father cnd thy Motber, tbal thy
Days may be long in the Land which the Lorp thy
‘Gop grveth thee.

THE two Tables of the Law, containing the
{fum and fubftance of our duty to Gob, our
neighbour, and ourfelves, are not equally di-
vided in aumber. For, on the fi7/#, only thofe
four Commandments were infcribed, which fet
forth the duty that w: owe to Gop, whilft
in the remaining fix, -are comprehended the du-
ties which are required of us, as members of
fociety, and, candidates for the glories of heaven,

The Fiftb Commandment, which we are
now abodut to’ conﬁder and cxplam, contains' a

much
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.much greater extent of duty, than the terms
made ufe of appear immediately to prefcribe.
The words FaTasr and Morser, not being
limited t our NaTurAL Parents, but including
other relative connections, and injoining other
duties of the utmoft importanct to our temporal
- comfort, our jfpiritual 1mprovcmcnt, and our

eternal happinefs.
In this enlarged interpretation of the word
Fatber, we confider the King, whom we are
_required to honour and obey, as the Futber of
his fubjefts ; engaged by every folemn obliga-
tion of duty and confcience to exertife that au-
thority, with which he is invefted by Him,
 through whom Kings reign,” with parental
affection, and a conftant attention to the happi-
nefs of his peoplé, In the term Motber, the
Chriftian comprehends, “in an enlarged and fpi~
ritual fenfe, the Church, of which .he endea-
vours to approve himfelf a faithful Son, and to
whofé ordinances he uniformly ftrives to fhew
a filial obedience. It was well obferved by an
“ancient writer, that % he cannot be faid to ho-
nour Gob as his Father, who does not- reve-
- rence the Ehurch as his Mother:” by which we
_are far from meamng a blind and unreafonable
m:achment to any. ntcs, ceremonics, and i w_;unc.
tions

A
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tions impofed by the Church, and not eftablithed

by, orin all refpeés agreeable to, the Word of
Gop; but a confcientious fubmiffion to the au-

thority of the Churchin fuch ordinances, as are

evidently derived from the fountain of uneering

truth. The Twentieth Article of our Reli-

gion hath drawn the line with perfet judgs

ment in this cafe; where it allows the Church to

have power to decree rites: or ceremonies, and

authority.in controverfies of ‘faith: but yet it de-

clares, that it s not lawful for the Church to.
ordain any thing that is contrary to Gon’s writ~

sen word ; nor foto cxpound one part of Scrip~

ture, as to render it repugnant to another. It

confiders the Church as a witnefs and a keeper

of Holy Writ; but as not at liberty, or any

way authorized, to decree any thing 4gainft the

fame; nor even authorized to iaforce any thing

befides the fame, as neccffary to be belxcvcd in
order to falvation.

In that part of our Catechifm, in which our
duty towards our neighbour is confidered, the
obedience and refpe& here required to be
fhewn to our parents, are explained, as dueto *all
that are fct by the King in authority over us; to
all our Gevernors in Church and State ;= to
our Teachers, our Spiritual Paftors,and Matters.”
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Irinjoins an humble reverence far our fuperiors,
. as ‘well becaufe itis for the convenience and
comfort and good order of the community, that
a diftin&tion of ftations thould be obferved, ac-
cording to the different poffeflions, rank, at-
tainments, and degrees of men, as becaufe an
. humble mode of behaviour to fuch as are beft
able to help them in their neceffity is an inftance
of the higheft prudcncc in thofe, whom Pro-
‘vidence has placed in a fituation of dependence.
Let it however never be forgotten by fuch, as
fill the higher dcpartmcms in fociety, that though
equality amongft men is an abfurd and xrﬁpof
fible idea, yet that, in the fight of Gop, all
men are equal, without any refpet to outward
circumftances ; but that a great difference will
one day be made, when every man fhall be re-
warded according to his works. W hen the
- finner, however diftinguithed by the gifts of
fortune, however eminent for his lltcrary at-
tainments, however illuftrious his rank, how-
ever confpicuous his charaler, ywill be only fo
far recommended to the favour of Him, who
is ¢ no refpecter of perfons,” as he has excelled
in the knowledge, and fear, and-love of Gob ;
and in the obfervance of his Commandments.
Let not then the wife man glory in his wifdom;
neither
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ther let the mighty man glory in his might; let
not the rich man glory in his rickes ; but let him
that glorieth glory in this; that he knoweth and
underftandeth the Lorp ; and hath endeavoured,
through His gracious affiftance, to live in obc-
dience to His will,

The duties which belong to the ftations in
which we are refpeively placed, may be con-
fidered as mautually binding on all orders and -
degrees of men. The Cemmandment, in its
obvious and literal fenfe, is indeed an addrefs
to young perfons, to love, honour, and affift
their natural parents; yet, we all know, that
. there are duties equally belonging to pdrents

towards their children; and fo in every fitua-
tion of life, the duties are reciprocal from the
King towards his Subjesfs; and the Subjeéts to
their King ; from the mafer towards his fervant,
and the fervant towards his mafter; from the
" bufband towards his wife, and the wife towards
. her hufband, and fo forth: from all, in fhort,
in every ftation of fuperiority, towards fuch as
are placed in any of the inferior ranks and or-
ders of fociety; and from all in a ftate of infé-
riority, to thofe whom the Providence of. Goo.

~ hath fet over them, ' '
. D ‘The

»
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The end of this Commandment is the pre-
fervation of harmony and peace in the world;
and this can only be effeCted by the attention
of every individual to the duties.of his. own

Y parncular ftation: and the influence, which this
atteition has upon the general tranqunhty, thews,
that the religion which we profefs, is not lefs ~
friendly to our happmcfs on earth, than clcu-
lated to fecure it in the world to come. On
this duty, therefore, which, as fubje&s, we .owe
to our Governors .in Church and State, con-
fidering the words Father and Mother in this
more cnlaracd fenfe, I fhall employ the, re- .
mainder of this difcourfe. Indeed, if it were
otherwife confidered, the Commandment would
have on]y a !'cry partial and limited apphcatlon. :
The major part of our hearers, whofe parents
have long ﬁr;ce been taken from . them,. could
feel no intereft-in exhortations to . this duty of

- honouring their parents, in a literal fenle ; but
obedience to Governors, whether to the So-

. vereign, as the father of his people, or to
fuch as_are invefted with temporal or fpiritual
authority, or to the ordinances and inftitutions

" of that Church, which, under the . chara&cr of
the Spmtual Jerufalem, is confidered ‘as the
Motber of usall; nourifhing and cherithing her
children
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. children with the wholefome food of found doc-
trine, and fanclifying, refrefhing, and ftrength-

~ening their fouls by her holy Sacraments—to
thefe, I fay, Obedience is a duty umwr;/‘ally re-
quired, and for which we fhall aZ be account-
able at the laft day. - :

THe importance of this duty in. the prefcnt
times, is fo obvious, thatit is fcarcely ncccﬁ'ary
to point it eut to you; an headftrong princi-
ple of refiftance to lawful authority appears to
have involved a large portion of the world in
confufion, anarchy, and bloodthed. Happy.is |
it for this highly-privileged country, that it hath
been: hitherto preferved from bcmg the eye-
witnefs. of fuch . calamities ; though it has not:

. been without its fhare in the inconveniences and
forrows, which the negle& of the duty before
us, in the fenfe in which we are now confidering
it, hath brought. upon mankind: flight as our
fuﬂ'crlngs are, when® compared with thofe of
other nations, whofe country is the feat of war,
they are fufficient to give us a clear notion of
the mifchievous confequences of difobedience
to this Commandment; it leads men to vain
and unreafonable attempts to difturb ‘and per- -
vert the eftablithed order of things; to. affert
rights incompatible with every idea of well-
Da " ordered
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ordered fociety; to introduce unheard-of prin-
ciples of univerfal equality ; abfurd in theory,
. and unattainable in practice. Surely, then, ne-
ver does the Gofpel more fully juftify its cha-
raler of being the Gofpel of Peace, than when
1t is found toinculcate that humble, quiet, peace-
ful difpofition, which is fo produéive of both
individual and national conifort, fatisfa&ion and
profperity. A whole volume, written on the
fubje&t, could not more cxaétly defcribe, thanthe
Apotftle St. ]amcs has done, ina few words, the
. different charafters of that contentious {pirit,
which exalts'itfelf above the wifdom even of the
- Supreme Governor of the Univerfe; and of

4

that humblc, obedient, and tractdble fpirit, which ,

is the genuine oﬂ’sprmgof Chriftianity : ¢« Who,”
he afks, ¢ is a wife man, and endued -with
% knowledge amongft you? Let him fhew out of
¢ a good converfation his works with meeknefs
s¢ of wifdlom. But if ye have bitter envying and
¢« ftrife in your hearts,” envying againit the fupe-
riority, in which others are fet over you; and
a vain and unreafonable frife to raife yourfelves
to a footing of equality, where Gop hath or-
dained fubordination for mutual comfort—If
. thefe are the difpofitions of your hearts, *“glory

‘% not, and lie not agamﬁ:xhc truth; This wif-
¢ dom
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%« dom defcendeth not from above; bugt is
¢ earthly, fenfual, devilith : For where envying
¢ and ftrife is, there is confufion and every evil
« work. But the wifdom' that is from ‘above
 is firt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and"
¢ eafyto be insreated, full of mercy and good
« fruits, without partiality (in the margin of
¢ the Bible it is witbout wrangling) and without
¢ hypocrify;’” to which the Apoﬁle adds, «¢ that
¢« the fruit of righteoufnefs is fown in peace,
« by them that make. peace;” whofe defire
and emdeavaur it is to exhibit in their charaler
and conduét that fpirit, which will bring them
to the néareft refemblance of thc Pyince or
"~ Prack.

~ Such then is the extent of thxs duty as pre-
fcribed by the Fifth Commandment, confidered
in a larger fignification than the terms Fatber
end Motber immediately point out to us; and
 the fame may alfo be faid of the bleffing pra-
mifed to the due performance of this duty : the
Apottle refersto this, as “the F irft Command-
. ment with promife ;”” but he no whcrc fays, that
_ the blefling contained in the promife is merely
temporal. The land promifed and givep to: the
people of Gob, was underftpod by the faith-
ful; to be a figupe of that better land of pro-

D 3 "~ mife,
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mifé, Wthh awaits 6ur acceptance in a future
‘ftate. * And the long enjoyment of it, which an
obedience to this Commandment is encouraged
to expe&, is only, in other words, a promife of
c;crnal blifs, to fuch as demonftrate the fin-
cerity of their love to Gop, by their performance
of the duty which they owe to each other. In
this fcale of duties, that which we have been
treating . of, like the obje&s to which it refers,’
has juftly the. pre-eminence; the fame prin-
ciple which-leads to the performance of the du-
ties required by this Commandment, will ren-
der” us duly obfervant of all the others, which
we owe to our neighbour; it is that grand prin-
ciple of rendering to all their due ; obedience to’
parents ; fubmiffion to lawful authority; ob-
fervance of the commands of our fuperiors: AR
which are tokens of that meek and humble

fpirit, which lays the foundation of peace and
comfort in the prefent ftate, ‘and -prepares us

for the enjoyment of thofe. bleffings in the land
“of promif¢, thé heavenly Canaan,- which that
great pattern of obedience Himfelf hath pur-
chafed for his faithful fervants, even Jefus Chrift
-"our Lorp ; In whofe celeftial kingdom may He
‘be plcafcd to grant us an inheritance, which

fhall endure for ever, at lus own right hand,
who

-,



o ss)
who liveth and reigneth with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, ever One Gop, world w1thout
end. Amen. .

_EXODUS xx. §.
Thou /balt not k:ll

T WHEN it is confidered that the ¢ end of all
the: Commandments is Charity,” whichis the
bond of peace and perfe@nefs ; that all the law
is comptehended in this one )'aymg, « Thou
¢ fhalt love thy nclghbouras thyfelf,” we can-
not wonder at the injun&ion in the text. The
fin of murder here forbidden, is the moft
- “heinous’ violation of that royal law, on which
every obligation of duty towards our neigh-
bour depends. ¢ Whatfoever ye would that
¢ men thould do to you, do ye even fo to them,
s for this-is the Law and the Prophets.” If we
trace the hiftory of this odious crime to'its ori-
gin, we fhall find' that it was one’ of the firft
bitter fruits of that fin, which in every fenfe

: D4 of
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of the word brought dzath into the world, The’
envy of the elder fon of fallen Adam produced.

the horrid murder of his brother 4b¢/, and ex-

pofed him to all the dreadful effeéts of the di-

vine difpleafure, It became neceffary to de-
clare the determined vengeance of heaven againft
this odious tranfgreffion ; accordingly it was or-
dained, that “ Whofo fheddeth man’s blood,
“ by man fhall his blood be fhed:”” The image
of Gop cannot be effaced, and every obligation
of humanity and charity be diffolved, without
the higheft degree of criminal contempt of the
will and comavands of our Great Creator. He

hath - ordained, ehu mutual benevolence and

 brotherly kindmefs thoukl diftinguith the chae

B _sader of perfons endued with a rational mindy

 and created with a capacity o promote the
welfare and happinefs of all around them. Ig
woukl be a very injurious refleCtion upon the
Mofaic difpenfation to confider it otherwife than
as highly recommendatory of the exercife of
good will to mankind. <« If thine enemy hun-
« ger, feed him ; if he tbuﬁ give him drink,”
was 25 evidently an injunction in the Old, as i
was afterwards in the New Teftament: «If zbine
< enemy’s ox or his afs fallinto a pit, thou fhalt
“ furely help him oy ; if he fall under his bur

113 d_Cll,
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¢ dcn, thou thalt firely raife himup.” Wedo
not deny, that this duty is fill more forcibly in=
Joined and prefcribed in the Gofpel by Him;
who' © came not to deftroy the Law and the
¢ Prophets, but to fulfil” them. Qur Saviour
obferves, that it had been fsziZ~—not in any part
of the Law of Goo, (for in'no part of it is it
to be found) = Thou fhalt love thy neighbour,
and hate thine enemy ;* this had only been il

by the falfe interpreters of it, wha accommex

dated the fenfe of Scripture to the diCtatey of
their own corrupt tinds. The Chritian Law-

" giver inculcates a very different lefiori :—* I fay

“ unto you, Love your ememics; Bles them
* that curfe you; and pray for them that de-
4¢ fpitefolly ufe you and perfocute you:” Apd for -
our encouragement He adds, that this will exalt -
us to a refemblance of our heavenly Father,
whofe mescy is over all his works; who maketh
Ris fun 20 rife-on the evil as well as on the good
and who fendeth bis gracious rdin wpon the juft
and unjuft.  Surely,. if you would formamides.
of a difpofition dﬂ‘c&ly appufite to thac which
the gofpel requires, you would find .t iA thae

-hieart, which fs filled with hatred and malice ;

-which- is ever employed in meditating ‘milchief
10 others, and which is only fefraised Fom
Dy open
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open a&s of violence and murder by the terror
of the laws, and the apprchcnf ion of perfonal
fufferings.
How odious the v.lce here forbidden is in the
fight of Gop, appears, not only from the ex-

emplary vengeance “inflicted on the firft guilty .
perpetrator of this crime, on whom a fignal mark -
of the divine difpleafure was imprinted, but alfo .
from the abhorrence fhewn in after-ages to fuch .
aof- his own peculiar people, as had brokf;n this

‘holy-: Commandment. Gop Almighty tells

thern that no outward obfervances, however..
puné&ually performed, however conftantly per- .

" fifted in, could be otherwife than hatcful in. His
fight, if: they were, the fervices of - fuch .as were

not pare from this heinous fin. Bring, faith .

Jehovah, no more vain oblations ; Incenfe s :au
domuamm to.9m¢ : the New Moans and Sabhtb,s,

Jbe calling of Affembiies, T cannpt away with ;. &

is iniquity, euen your folemn Meeting : Your. ‘New

iMpont. and youtappointed Feafts my, foul hattths

{Tibdy wre a trouble.unte, me, I am weaty. ta beay
bhemss odd whep ye . fpread forth Jour bavds, T

suill hide mine eyes from you; ¥ea, _wbgn ye make ,

Mgy prayers,. I will not bear: Youz HANDS ARE
- ruLL oF sLooD. ¢ Their feet,” He tells themin

anothér place; ran §o cvxl, and they made bafe |

‘v : to
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to thed innocent blood.” No. wonder that they
knew not the way of peace; that they looked
for _]udgmcnt, but there was -none; for falva-.
tion, but it was far off from them. No won-

der that they felt in. their minds that horror, .

which is infeparable from guilt of every kind,
but.which is particularly attendant on this fpe-
cies of wickednefs. The hand that is de-
filed with blood, feldom fails to produce difmay
and®terror in the heart; the laws of Gobo.and
man rife up with peculiar force againft thefe of-
fenders; they are fcared with vifions of the night,
when the minds of the innocent are at reft;

they behold the vengeance of Gov and man
-hanging over their hcads, and every moment
ready to fall upon them. TIn all hiftories of the
wretched confequences of this crime, we find
that it feldomer efcapes dete@ion than any .
other; in fome cafes, many, years are fuffered to
clapfe ; and the wretched finner, who knows that
his guilt has not efcaped the eye of heaven,
flatters himfelf that he hath at leaft efcaped the
“difcovery of man ; and while he thus wraps him-
felf up in a falfe and ill-founded fecurity, fome

unforefeen, unthought-of circumftance occurs, -

which brings the hidden wickednefs to lighe,
and cxpofcs the offender to the punithment which
: , D6 ° his

e
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his iniquity deferves, and to the execution of &
feritence of mote than ordikary feverity, To the
murderér that affurance more particdlarly be-
bongs, which Mofes urges to the people of
Gop, to difcourage them from wilful difobe-
dience: < If ye will not do that which the Lorp
your Gop hath commamded you, behold, you
will fin againft the LORD, and be fure, your fin -
will find you var.’” X
There is a particular iftance, in which ®this
" Commandment is wilfully and daringly broken;
but to which, in its fatal extent, they for whom
thefe inftructions are ptincipally defighed, are
not likely to be tempted; I mean the horrible
pradtice of #utlling, one of the many dangerous
privileges of fuperior rank = for the teafon juft
-mentioned, becaufe youare not likely to fall
into this crime, I fhall have no need to enlarge
tpon it oh yout account; yet I cannot difmif§
the fubje&, without entering my ptotéft agaift
a praftice fo dire&tly contrary to the law of
Gop; I am well aware of the difficulties into-
which -confcientious perfons may occafionally
be drawn on this fubject; but fure Iam, that
§n every cafe where the choice is only between
thefe twb things: © Whether we fhdll obferve
¥ the law of Gon, or comply with ‘the finfuk
.6 « cuftoms.
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<t “¢uftoms of the world,” the determination is
obvious ; that to obey Gop is better than to
plcaf'c meh at the hazard of offending Gop; it
is no refletion upon any man’s courage, that
he is afraid to fin againft Him, who is able to
deftroy both his body and foul eternally: but
it is a great inftance of a want of real fortitude,
when men had rather violate a pofitive Com-
mand of Goo, than expofe thetnfelves to the
cenfares of a finful world. It was the faying of
a very brave perfon, highly worthy to be re-
* corded, when, having thewn that he declined
a fingle combat, purely from motives of con-
fcience, and a principle of duty, he faid, ¢ Place
. % rhe in the front of the battle ; I dare advance to
¢ the mouth of a cannon, when my duty calls me-

“ toit; but I have not courage to face an angry

¢ Gop.”
I obferved that this deficate fenife of honour,

‘which leads men fo frequently to endeavour to
deftroy cach ether, is not likely to draw many
of thofe who now hear me, into this extremity -
of gullt; yet have we great caufe to comphain
of the many inftances of outrage and refent-
ment, which even flight provocations are wont
‘to. preduce in the Inferior orders of men :ws
W hence otherwife come fightings among you?
Whence thofc lawlefs aﬂ“cmbhes, which have

been
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been too often encouraged by perfons in fuperior -
. ranks of life, and which have fometimes ter-
minated in .the breach of this Commandment
to its full extent? Where the parties engaged, do
" not perhaps alwaya meet with malicious. refent-
ment rooted in their hearts ; but whe:e, in the
courfe of the con&, every evil paﬁion is excited,
and the only choice on either fide is, « Viétory -
or Death.” Let no man, plead, for a fingle
moment, in behalf of a praéhcc, _Wthh mili-
tates againft every precept of the ,Gofpel, and
is deftruive of every principle of charity :
Let us only imagine one of thofe ferocious
combatants, called, as is fometimes the cafe,
from the fcene of a&ion to the tribunal. of Gon,
with all his rcvengcful and murderous paffions,
prcdommant in his heart; let us confider him as
fummoned in an inftant before that all-righteous
Judge,’ with whom fuch difpofitions only are
accepted, as are * gentle, peaceable, and full of
mercy.” Ah! whither fhall he betake himfelf,
or what fhall he urge in hisdefence! The foul,
unarrayed with the grace of Charity, (and moft
deftitute of this grace will every fuch foul be .
«found in that hour) cannot be accepted in the
ﬁght of Him, who.hath declared, that though
" , e we
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we have all faith, and knowledge, and liberalicy,
and zeal, yet without Charity we are nothing.

Abftain then, I befeech you, my Chriftian
Brethren, from the beginnings of ftrife, know2
ing that its end is fo often deftrution: culti-
vate thofe eminently Chriftian virtues of hus:
mility, meeknefs, patience, and: forbearance :
Remember that ¢ charity fuffereth long, and is
not eafily provoked ;" that “love worketh noiill,”
and much lefs doth it work deftru@ion ¢ to our
neighbour :”- Remember, that this Command-
ment is broken, where no atual murder i
commitied; but wherever hatred and malice

- prevail in the heart and affetions. He that

bateth kis brother is a murderer ; and what fob-
lows ?—2%¢ know, faith the Apottle, zbat. 70 '
murderer bath eternal life abiding in bim. - -
The time will not permit me -to0 dwell on
another horrible breach of, this Commandment;
‘when men take upen themfelves to difpofe. of
that lif¢. by their own hands, of .which they are

_not “proprietors by the gift of heaven; a mi-

ferable -want of principle renders men unable to -

ftand, when either fudden calamities ovértake -
- therh, or the reproaches of an evil confciénce

overwhelm them. - In the rafhnefs of impe-
tuous pafiion they are deaf to the remonftrances
\. ' of
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of reafon, and the law of Gop. Hence, inftead

of an humble, fervent application to the Father
of Mercies, and the Gop. of all Comfort, they
foolithly prefer that fhorter but moft defperate
refource, to curfe Gop axd pis. This being a
crime which can never be repented of, we have
no confolation either to encourage or to offer,
but by refolving the whole into downright mad-
nefs, and palliating the finfulnefs of the act, by
denying the refponfibility of the agent.

Upon the whole, let us reflet on the ab-
horrence which the Divine Lawgiver teftified
againft this crime under the Jewith difpenfation,
and let us rot forget how far the precept is ex-
tended in the Gofpel ; which requires us to love
our enemies,—to do good to them that hate us,—
to pray for them that defpitefully ufe us;—fo.
ghall we be accounted worthy of that Name,
which is foperior to every the moft honourable
diftin@ion in this world, we fhall be accounted
the Children of our Heavanly Father, the.Chil-
dren-of Him, who is the Father of all Mercies,
and hath made this the, chara&ter and token of
‘his difciples, that we love oneé another. In -twe
‘fhort_fentehwes is contained or implied the full
Mof our- cbedlehcc 10 this law:— °

“« Whatfoever
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“« Whatfoever ye would that men fheuld do-
“ unto you, even fo do unte them.”—And,.
<« If ye forgive men their trefpaffes, your Hea-
¢« veply Father will alfo forgive yours; but if
« ye forgive not men their trefpafes, neither.
¢ will your Father which is in hcaven, forgive
<« your ttefpaffes.”

Now to Gobp the Father, Gop the Sen, and:
Gop the Holy Ghott, &c.

EXODUS xx. 14.
Thou foait not commis Adulsery,

SUCH of my hearers as are not properly in«
ftructed, will, I apprehend, hear this Command-
_mentrecited,without underftandingits extentor its
importance. Itis therefore neceflary toinform fuch,
that the word adsltery, though generally limited to
one particular breach of duty, includes in it every
inftance of imemperance and excefs, every un-
lawful indulgence of the paffions, -and finful
defires, every irregularity of condu& to which
adult:,
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adults, perfonsadvanced from childhood to youth,
are particularly tempted and inclined: I am
well aware of the difficulty, which attends an ex~
planation of this fubje¢t; and I would: wifh as
+ carefully to avoid every thing which: thould of-
fend, in fuch a difcuffion, as to palliate or ex-
cufe a crime, which ftrikes at the root of-all - that
is dear and valuable among men; as well as all that
is pure and amiable in itfelf. - Surely, there is
no inftance, wherein the law of Gob is violated,
whereby the happinefs of the offending parties,
or the peace of injured families, or the general
good order of fociety, is more eﬂ"c&ually dif-
* - turbed and deftroyed.

The fin, of which we are fpeaking, divides
itfelf into a variety of parts, and makes its-ap-
pearance ina multiplicity of hideous forms. Of
" a few of them we will venture to fpeak, remind--
" ing you at the fame time, that whatever is con-
trary to that purity of heart, that holinefs, with—
out which no man can fee Gop, is a tranfgreffion
of this Commandment.

The firft and groffeft inftanée of dnfobe-
dience to this divine law, -is the violation of the
facted bond of marriage'; when either the huf-. .
band or the wife ats in defiance of that -moft-
folemn engagement, by which both are bound

: : te

-
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to abftain from every other attachmcnt, and
remain conftant to each other, folong as both
parties fhall live.

This “is the firft, plamc& and moft obvious
interpretation of the word adultery, and involves
in it fuch a train of evils, fuch a complication of
mifchief, that it cannot be looked at without a
mixture of ‘pity and abhdtrence. It cannot bé
named amongft Chriftians, 2s that which be-
tometh faints, or as other than that which is
moft difgraceful to the Chriftian charatter. We
find the name of- Honour, and the epithet ¢ ho-
“nourable,” frequently preﬂi:d into the fervice,
but we know not the meaning of the word, when
it is unfupported by, and ftill lefs, whcn it id
adting in defiance of religion. - '

A fecond inftance, wherein this Commandment
is broken, is, when thofe finful lufts, which are fa
properly defcribed as ¢ warring'againt the foul,”
are fuffered to gain the afcendancy over our rea-’
fon, over the obligations of duty, over the dictates

of a well-informed confcience,’ and the " injunc: -
tions of the law of Gob, betwixt perfons of dif-"
ferent fexes, unconne&téd with each other by -
the bond :of ‘matrimony. The term by Wwhich

this fin is exprefled, I need fcarcely to tell you
is,-fornication, and as little need I point out to
. ; . : you

-
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. Yyou the fhoecking prevalence of this crime. Ig
is confidered by mﬂlutudcs of perfons, mife-
rably deluded and depraved, as a very. par-
donable, if not allowable, indulgence of thofe
natoral appetites implantcd by the wife Author
of our Being for the maintenance of the world 4
but which itis the bufinefs of reafon and religion
to regulate, to govern; and controul. :
- Have then fuch defenders of, fuch advocates
for, this criminal indulgence been able to dif~
cover no difference between perfons endued with
a rational mind, and brutes which have no un~
derftanding ? Do they imagine, that neither the
reftraints of reafon nor of religion are required,
. 80 eftablifh the diftintion between the mere -
animal of the earth, and the candidate for hea.
ven, the heir of immortality? Does the fe-
ducer, the betrayer of female innocence, fee
no guilt in beguiling incautious youth, in with-
drawing a frail fellow-creature in an unguarded.
moment frem her duty to Gob, her parents,
and herfelf ? Does he feel no remorfe in co-
vering the grey. hairs of the affliGted parents
with fhame and forrow, and reducing the
wretched. victim of his paffion to the loweft
ftate of infamy and dithonour? Does he forefee
none of the evil confequcnccs of ruining a frail
- mortal,
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“mortal, created and defigned, and formed to
be a bléfﬁng and comifort to fome virtuous afs
“fociate, in a holy, pure, and Bonourablc frate;*
and rendering her a moft difgraceful, peftilen-
tial, and-abandoned member of the community?
“Or, fuppofing him not a&ually. to have feduced
from the path of virtue the obje@ of his un-
‘lawful paffions, does he fee no guilt in con-
firming, fupporting, and encouraging one al-
ready fallen, in her guilty courfe of difobedience ?
ks 'he not aware, that if dh efpecial reward is
promifed to fuch as fhall be inftrumental in
-converting a finner from the error of his ways,
a proportionable degree of guilt and punifh-
ment muft be attached to thofé, that harden tranf
_greffors in the prattice of iniquity > Surely un-
der all the circumftances of -the cafe, this fin,
‘which men account fo venial, fo excufable, fo
trifling, fo allowable, involves in it fo much
perfonal impurity, fo'thuch domieftic forrow,
fuch inevitable mifery: and ruii to one party,
and fuch indelible dithonour to the other; it is, -
in fhort, fo odious in the fight of a'Gobp of in-
finite holinefs ; and fo unjuftifable in.the eyes
of every decent, worthy member of fociety,
that we cannot too forcibly apply the Apoftle’s
advice, to fee fomwahm, mforcmg our admo-

nition
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.nition with this affurance, that whoremongers and
adulterers Goo will judge: Not judge them in
the ordinary fenfe of the word; for we muft a//
be judged ; but will affuredly condemn them with-
«out a fincere and unfeigned repentance.  There
are other inftances in which this Commandment
is grievoufly tranfgrefled; I do not fpcak I
hardly dare allow myfelf to think of, that crime,
which drew down the judgments of heaven upon
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha, This werg
a token of fuch wncommon and fuch deplo-
rable depravity and corruption of heart, and
mind, and morals, as is not only marked
with the vengeance of heaven, but renders the
offender liable .to the utmoft feverity of hu-
man laws: the fentence of death follows this
‘odious_offence, proved in a court of judiea-
ture ; and that fhower of fire -and brimftone,
which the Lorp fent down from heaven upon
the land, was a juft rcprcfcntztion of the na-
" ture of that punilhment, which awaits this fin in
the world to come.
But there are other offences whlch do. not .
" feem 1mmcd1atcly within the fcope and mean-
ing of this Commandment, and yet come fauly
within the reach of the prohibition, Thou fbait
w0t commit adultery : 1 have already obferved to
you,
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you, that under this term are comprized all thofe . -
exceffes, by whatever name they are  dif-
tinguifhed, into which adults or young per-
fons are particularly liable to run: all intem.
_ perance of every kind is a dire& violation of
this precept; and if there were no-other ad-
monition to .abftain from drunkennefs, its being

" -a breach of this"Seventh Commandment is fuf-

ficient to deter us-from this difgracefulvice;
a vice which throws down the diftinction be-
twixt a rational and -an irrational creature, and
debafes the faireft work of Gop to a level with
the beafts that perith. ‘Read attentively Solo-
. mon’s defcription of the effeés of intemperance
onthe mind and body, as given you near the con-
clufion of -the - -23d -chapter of the Book of
" Proverbs ; and all diffuafives: from the vice- of
drunkennefs will after that ‘be unneceflary.—
There you will find it is the parent of “woeand -
forrow,” of “babbling and contentions,” of ¢ red-
nefs of eyes,’ and of ¢ wounds without caufe :”
that itleads to thofe. other breaches of this law of
which we have already fpoken, by throwing rea-
fon off her guazd, and dcpnvmg us of the ufe of -
the beft prefervatives of our innocence, the power
of refleGtion, and a recourfe to the inftrutions
of the Word of Gop, * Thme eyes,” faith
' : ' Solomon, ’
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Solomon, ¢ fhall behold ftrangé women ; and
« thine heart fhall utter perverfe and foolith
-%¢ things.”” There being no fin into which the
drunkard may not be drawn, who i is caftly led
captive by Satan at his will. ’

. There are fome breaches of this Command-
‘ment of inferior malignity, yet kadr‘ng to the
worft of confequences;-as they originate™ from
a depravxty of heart, which only waits for op-
’portumty, and perhaps for fecrccy, in order to
sun into the full excefs of riot and debanchcry ;
as though the eyes of the Lorp wete not in
every place, «ten thoufand times 'brighter than
the fun, beholding all the ways of the children
of men,” fo that << there is no darknefs nor fhadow
of death, where the workers of iniquity may
hide themfelves.”® T am fpeaking of foolith
tatking, filthy jefting, -and' wanton imaginations
wiffully indulged ; all thefe are preliminaries- of
the crime, which we are here required to avoid,
as we would the face of a deadly ferpent. The
fame infpired author, to whom we have juft now
referred for the portrait of a drunkard, gives us
as lively a pi¢ture of him, who is falfely called the
~ man of pleafure, following his finful appetites to

* his own deftruétion. Having defcribed the al-
Yuring amﬁccs of ‘the harlot, by which the has
overcome
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overcome the faint refolutions of incautious
youth : He tells us, ¢« He goeth after her flraight-
- way, as an ox goeth to the flaughter, or as a
¢ fool td the correction of the ftocks ; asa bird
¢¢ hafteth to the fnare, and knoweth not that it
¢ is for his life.” Then it is, that we hear him
lamenting the wretchednefs of his condition, when
his fleth and his body are confumed, and faying,
« How have I hated inftruion, how hath my
¢ heart defpifed reproof ? I have not obeyed the
“ voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to
¢ them that inftru&ed me. ~ I have been almoft
¢ in all evil, in the midft of the affembly of
¢« wicked doers.”” Thus is the remembrance of
fin proved to be a thoufand times more dread-
ful than ever the a& of fin was pleafant: and if
this were not the cafe, there is another confi-
deration ftill remaining, and a future grcat and
_awful event, to which Solomon dire@s the at-
tention” of his Man of Pleafure :—< Rejoice, O
“ young man, in thy youth, and let thine heart
¢ cheer thee in the days of thine youth; and -
« walk thou in the ways of'thine heart, and
« after the fight of thine eyes; but know thou, -
_¢ that for all thefe things Gop will brmg thcc
“into J udgmcnt ?

' Te
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To this point I would with to carry the mind
of the fons and daughters of pleafure, as they
are falfely efteemed and called; becaufe I am
fure their condu@, when a future day of ac-
count is brought into their view, will appear
as irrational as it is unholy: They will alk this
important quci’aon—-—“ What fhall it profit me,
if.I indulge myfelf in a momentary gratifica- -
tion at the peril of my foul?” And, ¢ How
can I do this great wickednefs, and fin againf’c-
Gop?”

Having fhewn the greatnefs of the evxl it
now becomes my duty briefly to prefcribe the
remedy. And the firft mean of fecuring your-
felves is certainly conftant, daily prayer; which
whoever negles, lays himfelf open to every
‘affault of the devil, the world, and the flefh.
~The next is, to fet Gop always before you, and
confider yourfelves as always in his prefence :
The eye of an all-righteous Being, who not-.’
only abhors impurity, but is able to punifh it in
time and eternity, that eye pervades the mo{t_
fecret counfels of the workers of ungodlinefs,
and His arm will punifh their offences with the:
rod, and their fins with fcourges: He hath
marked the fin of which we are fpeaking with
P pecuhar tokens of dlfpleafurc, as thcy whofe
fleth
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fleth is confumed, whofe countenance ‘is. de
formed, and whofe conftitution is utterly de-
ftroyed by this vice, are very ready ‘to ac-
knowledge.—The laft mean which I fhall
mention, is, habitual temperance and purity
in your ordinary courfe of life, and a ftri¢t re-
gulation of your ordinary converfation. Re-
member, that ¢ out of the ‘abundance of the
heart the mouth fpeaketh : -a good tree bringeth
not forth corrupt fruit; not a corrupt tree good
fruit ;" reftrain your appetites in thihgs lawful,
and they will not gain the afcendancy over you
. in thofe which are forbidden. . The -glutton and
the wine-bibber is an eafy facrifice to every
temptation that is thrown in his. why» - The.du-
ties of a Chriftian are united by a -tie that never
can or. ought to’be diflfolved, when he is re-
quired: to live righteoufly with refpeét to men,
godly with. refpet to his Maker, and foderly
with refpect to himfelf in this préfent world.

- Such an univerfal regard to the: heart, ‘and
life, and condu&,-'will .fecure our peace and
comfort in this world, and open to us:a-profpe&
of never-failing delight in the prefence of Gop,
with whom, through the merits of ouri'Re-
deemer, we . fhall cxpcncncc the fulnefs of joy;
S S qnd

R
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and pure uninterrupted pleafures for evermore.

Which Gob of his infinite mercy grant, through
Jesus CHRIsT. Amen.

EXODUS xx. 135.

Thou fbait not Steal.

WHEN the Gofpel requires, as an indif-
penfable duty, of every Chriftian, that, denying
ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, he fhould live
Joberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent
world, it really fets before us the fum and fub-
ftance of the Ten Commandments in thofe three
words : For the firft includes the duty which we
owe to ourfelves ; the fecond, that which we owe
to our meighbour ; and the third, our duty to-
. wards Gop. The four firft, which are the
Commandments of the firft table, comprehend
the duties which we owe to Gop, of faith, love,
reverence of His holy Name, and Day: The
Fiftb, Sixth, and the Eighth, (now under confi-
deration) and the Ninth, more immediately re-
fpe& the duty which we owe to our neighbour,
refpefting his perfon, his property, and his repu-

tation;
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tation ; whilft the Seventh and the Tenth relate
more particularly to the government of our-
felves, the due reftraint of thofe corrupt affec-
tions, which lead men to inftances of open vio-
lation: of the laws of Gop. One of thefe we con-
fidered with more than ordinary attention in our
laft difcourfe on the Seventh Commandment.
The fhocking prevalence of thofe vices which
" are committed in defiance of that part of the
Divine Law, made it neceffary to dwell more
largely and particularly upon it, becaufe by -
many, even.the moft daring and outrageous
breaches of the Seventh Commandment are con-
fidered as pardonable frailties at the worft; and
by fome even as allowable : while the lefs enor-
mous violations of it are deemed fcarcely any
offence at all againft the purity of the Divine
Law, againft the happinefs of domeftic, or the
good order and decorum of civil fociety, Such
profligate fentiments and condué cannot be too
loudly protci’ccd againft; we cannot too ear-
neftly implore it, as one of Gon’s moft gracious
gifts, that he would be pleafed to create in
us 2 pure heart, and renew a right fpirit within
us.—This Eightb Commandment.leads us to
confider the nature of that offence, which is di-
E 3 ) rected
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rected more immediately againft the property of
our ncxghbour
Gop, in His all-wife difpofal and govern-
mentof the world, hath ordained, that nothing
like equakity thould prevail in it: That foolith
device was left for the vain philofophy.of thofe
who fancy themfelves wifer than the Supreme
Direétor of all Things in heaven and earth.—
On the contrary, he ordained, that ¢ the poor
fhould never ceafe out of the land:” that an
opportunity never might be wanting for the ex-
ercife of that truly Chriftian grace, the virtue
-of charity, on the part of the rich; nor of that
other eminent grace, a patient refignation "to
the will of heaven, on the part of the poor.
But alas! whilft the rich are tempted by prof-
perity to fancy themfelves independent on- their
-Creator and Preferver,-and in the foolithnefs
of theirimagination to afk, < Who'is the Lorp "
‘The poor are tempted by adverfity and diftrefs
to- a&s of fraud and difhonefty, and to rake tbe
Name of their Gob in wain; that is, to condu&
themfelves as perfons that know not Gop, and
like them who profefs not to be called by his
. Name. Uninfluenced by principles of com- -
mon honefty in their dealings; eager and in- -
tent upon either open” and violent attacks to
: fpoil
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fpoil and plunder, or fecret and artful devices
to over-reach and defraud their neighbours.—
Various are the inftances in which men allow
themfelves to depart from the obligations of this
Commandment ; the negle& of which leads to
vices of the moft deftru@ive nature ; deftru&tive
of health, time, property, reputation, and what-
ever is moft defirable to be enjoyed or preferved.
To what other purpofe tend the hours confumed
over a gaming-table, of which we fhall have
aore to fay in out obfervations on the Tenth
Commandrment, at which every art is practifed
whereby our 'neighbour may be -defrauded and
injured even to ' his utter ruin! To~ what de-
ftructive confequences does that conduét lead,
which induces men to commit every outrage
-againft the peace and fafely of their nelghbours,
even at the Bhazard of their lives, for the fake of
thofe fupplies; which migk¢be more eafily obtain-
ed by honéft-induftry, and much mote fatisfacto-
rily enjoyed? The fin of which' we are fpeaking,
is feldom.found to be a fingle vice; it is too
_frequently the offspring of extravagance; of a
wilful abufe of Gob’s bléflings, by which men
reduce tbemfclvcs to the neceflity of ufing in-
dire& and dithoneft means to amend their fitua=
tion, improve their circumftances, and repair
E 4 their
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their fhattered fortunes: Men are feldom tempted
by downright neceflity to the violation of this
law; whenever fuch inftances do really occur,
our humanity is called upon to fhew itfelf in as
favourable an interpretation of the laws as can ’
with any fafety be admitted ; but offenders gene-
rally break this Commandment, to enable them
to perfift in the breach of others : they firft ruin
themfelves by vicious and expenfive pleafures, as
they are improperly called, and then have re-
courfe to thofe inftances of fraud, or rapine,
which this Commandment {fo pofitively forbids,
that thcy may confume what is fo unjuftly ac-
quxrcd in the gratification - of their ﬁnful ap-
petites. . _

- There are alfo othcr inftances, wherein this
law is tranfgrefled, where the ftrict rule of juf-
tice is not obferved in-men’s dealings with each
other. - When onee .an evil {pirit of covetoufnefs
has taken poffeflion of the heart, there is no
a&t of difhonefty to which it will not defcend
for the gratification of its prevailing paffion ;
there are no boundaries over which it will refufe
-~ to leap, in order to the attainment of its withes:
harrible inftances, even of murder, have fre-
.quently prefented themfelves, which was com-
mitted for the purpofe of gratifying this thirft

of
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of gain. But we are here fpeaking only of
the low artifices of fraud and difhonefty in men’s
daily intercourfe and traffick with one another ;
wherein truth and integrity, virtue and a good
confcience, are all facrificed, for the purpofe of
over-reaching our neighbour, and adding dear-
bought riches to our poffeffions. Hence arife
the falfe ‘balance, the unjuft weight, and the
fcanty  meafure, which is abominable : hence
arife all thofe injurious praétices, whereby men
fcruple not to grind the faces of the poor, by
alts of fraud in the quantity, the quality, and
the price of the neceffary accommodations of
life. Such perfons fcarcely need be told, that
¢« a falfe balance is an abomination to the Lorp,’’
but that a < juft weight is His delight.” Let thefe
tranfgreflosrs remember, that as their aftions
are obferved by an all-fecing eye, fo will they one
day be weighed in an all-righteous balance, in the
fcale of infallible unerring juftice, whenevery man
fhall be recompenfed according to. his works ;
and with fuch meafure as they have meted with,
it fhall be meafured. to them again. Ard if to
have refufed to thew mercy to the poor, will in.
that day be accounted a grievous violation of
the law of charity, of how much forer punifh-
ment, fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought guilty,

E g who:
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who hath refufed to fhcw him common juftice ;
who hath aggravatcd the miferies of poverty;
by withholding from it its due, and inftead of
alleviating, by adding to its' forrows? There
ave: not indeed . thofe circumftances of. terror,
and perfonal danger connedted with this mode of -
breaking the Eighth Commandment, which are
found in cafes of violent robbery, by outward
threats,:or in thofe of. -nightly plunder and
.depredation by armed force ;" but this daily and
hourly fraud works like a fecret poifon, by flow
and imperceptible degrees, to the great injury,
if not the ruin, of thofe, towards whom it .is
practifed, and to the fhame and. mifery of thofe,
who feem to have utterly forgotten that ftriking
- queftion of our Saviour:  What would it profit
aman,. if be could gain the whole world, to the
Tofs of bis own foul, and what fball a man give in
exohange for bis foul?”’ - Thefe ordinary ats of
deceitful commerce do not perhaps fo forcibly
ftrike the mind, becaufe they are not accom.
panied with circumftances of perfonal violence ;
but their iniquity is ftill the fame, and every
departute from that facred law, which includes
the whole of our duty towards our ncnghbour,
and requires us to do unto all men as we would
they jbould do unto us, is in thc higheft degree

8 . , offenfive
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offenfive to a moft juft Gop, who cannot ‘be-
hold iniquity without abhorrence, He looKeth
down from . his fantuary, and beholdeth all the
ways of -the’ children of men; and let fuch
_ tranfgreflors of the law, by the -obfervance of.
which we fhould make the neareft approach
towards one of  the great perfections of the
Deéity; let fuch tranfgreffors be affured, that
there isi no darknefs or fhadow of death, wherein
the worker of iniquity can hide himfelf: let the
fraudulent of every’{pecies view- each his own
picture in the contraft which.is drawn of a di-

reé@ly oppofite chara&er, by David, in" the - ‘

s12th Plalm:—Bleffed is the man that fearetly
thz Lorp, and delighteth greatly in bis Command-
ments: We dare not prormfc this blefling to the

" ynrighteous, living in the continual breach of

fuch Commandments. His feed fball be mighty
upon earth, the generation of the upright fhall be
dhffed: But can we hopé, that the unjuft can
tranfmit theit ill-gotten property with a blefling
to their pofterity ? Riches and’ plenteonfnefs fbak’
be in bis boufe, and bis righteoufnefs endureth for
ever: Wealth and. riches may be in the houfe
of the wicked; but inftead of the. latter part
of the Pfalmift’s bleling, what faith St, James?
“ Go to now, ye rich men; weep and howl for
= E 6 ¢ the
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* the miferies which fhall come upon you. Your
¢ gold and filver is cankered, and the ruft of
¢ them fhall be a witnefs againft you.—4 good
< man is merciful, difper[eth abroad, and giveth to
¢ the poor ; bis born fball be exalted with bonour.
“ The mercilefs unjuft defraudeth the poor:
« His fun fhall fet in obfcurity and thick dark=
¢ nefs: He fhall behold the rewiard of the
¢ righteous, and it fhall grieve him: he fhall
¢ gnath with his teeth, and pine away with
¢ envy:” his eager, but ill-direCted defire of
happinefs fhall be difappointed, and perifh.’

Let us conftantly bear in our minds, that a
man’s ways are before the Lorp, and that he
pondereth all our doings. Let us remember,
that all our moft fecret tranfactions are naked
and open to Him with whom we have to do;
and that the rightgous Lorr loveth righteouf-
nefs ; His countenance will -behold, His mercy-
will accept, His juftice will recompenfe the
uprightnefs of thofe that have dealt honeftly
-and juftly with others, in that hour, wherein it
fhall be found that, through the all-fufficient
merits of the all-rightecous Saviour of the
world, ¢ In the way ‘of righteoufnefs is life
« eternal, and in the path-way thereof there is
€ no dcath.”-—Now to Gop the Fathcr, &c.

I EXODUS
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EXODUS xx. 16.

Thou foalt not bear falfe witnefs agam_/l tby
Neighbour,

WHEN we confider the immediate influence

which the obfervance or the breach of ‘this
Commandment hath on the peace and comfort
as well as the fafety of human fociety, we can-
. not but acknowledge its great importance in
the fcale of our religious duties. For to what
fource can we trace more properly that difcord
and that mifery, which are fo prevalent in the
world, than to that evil fpirit of rancour and
malice, which the precept before us is fo im-
mediately defigned to prevent or to extin-
guith ?
- We are exprefsly told, that « all ‘our doings
without charity are nothmg worth ;> and I need
hardly obferve to you in what utter defiance of
all the obligations of charity, is every tranf-
greflion of this Ninth Commandment. ’

My bufinefs is to fhew into what particular
branches the breach-of it is divided.—1ft, then,
we violate this law, whenever we raife an ewil
' - report,
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report, on unjuft grounds, againft our neigh-
bour, whereby his good name, his intereft, or
his property may be any way injured or endan-
gered: you will here obferve, how immedi-
ately this .offence is contradictory to that .royal
law of ¢ doing unto all men as we would they
fhould do urito us >’ I {carcely need afk any-one
of my hearers, whether thereé is any injury which
he more fcnﬁbly feels, than:that by -which his ™
reputation is affe€ted.” The-difficulties.of po-
verty he labours to furmount, by honeft induf-
try ; the lofs of property he fubmits to, as' one
of the unavoidable accidents of human life;
but to be deprived of his good name, the poor
man’s treafure, and oftentimes his’ grcatei’c if
not almoft his only, comfort—-thxs is a lofs te
which he cannot eafily be reconciled; an injury,
to which he can never be indifferent, however
it may be, asit ccrtamly is, his duty to forgwc

it
But though be that uttereth a jlander iss fbol
exprefsly fo declared by Solomen, and a fool
in that particular fenfe, .in which the wicked are-
moft properly diftinguifhed by.that name, yet
there is another degree of folly and -depravity
not much inferior to this, of which they are
guilty, who encourage the ﬂandcrcr, by more
. ' than
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than a patient hearing, by an eagerattention to,
and an evident approbation of, his difcourfe.—
Such perfons do furely partake largely of the
guilt of thofe, who wilfully defame the inno-
cent and virtuous’; either defirous, through envy;
to bring down fuperior merit to the ordinary
ftandard, or through malice, fecretly to under-
mine what they cannot openly deftroy : our duty
- certainly is not to'Jan thofe {parks of uncharitable
cenfure, which, being encouraged, would ad-
vance into a devouring flame, deftru&ive to the

charaer of our neighbour; but by filence, and
apparent diflike of fuch malevolent converfa-
tion, to extinguith them : thus reminding fuch.
as are regardlefs of the precept before us, how
" little they poffefs of that principal grace of .
-Chriftianity, which ¢ thinketh no evil,” and con-
fequently * worketh no ill to its neighbour ;”
and is therefore faid to be the accomplithment of
the law, fo far as the duties of the fecond-table
are concerned.

Another, and that a ftill more heinous of-
fence againft this Commandment is, when any
perfon, induced by malice, undue pamahty,
falfe notions of friendfhip, wanton profanenefs,
and contempt of the divine authority of a Gop
of infinite truth and holinefs, prefumes to con- -
' firm
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firm a_known falfehood by an oath in a Court
of Juftice. The infamy attached to this crime by
the fentence of our laws, and the general abhor-
rence in which it is holden by all good men, °
one fhould imagine would be fufficient of itfelf °
to difcountenance this odious and moft mif-
chievous fin. But alas! its frequency is fuch,
as to be a juft ground of alarm to every fe-
riqus refletting mind; it is confidered as one -
of thofe daring provocations, which moft en~
danger the public fafety, by drawing down the
indignation of heaven not only on the offending
individual, but on the nation wherein iniquityg
of fuch more than ordinary malignity abounds :
¢« Becaufe of {wearing,” faith the prophet Jere-
‘miah, ¢ the land mourneth:”” And it is no wonder
that any country, kingdom, or nation, thould ex-
petience the feverity of the divine difpleafure; -
whofe profanenefs fets at nought in one att the
wifdom, the righteoufuefs, and the power of
Gop; that wifdom which difcerns, that righteouf-
nefs which abhors, and that power which is able
eternally to punith fuch prefumption and im- -
piety. But fo far asit. is an high crime and .
mifdemeanor againft the Majefty of Heaven,
we have had occafion to confider the fin of
- perjury in our obfervations on the Third

Com‘
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Commandment. It is here more particularly
our bufinefs to confider its evil tendency, as

it refpets our neighbour; whofe deareft pof-
feflions, charaer, property, and even life it-
felf are not a moment fecure, if they are liable
to be invaded by thofe with whom the fanétion
-of an oath has no weight, or force, or obliga-
tion. With fuch, every bond of fociety is
broken, and the wall of partition is thrown
down, whereby right and wrong, truth and falfe-
hood, good and evil, are by the All-wife Go-
vernor of the World feparated from each other.

Another breach of this law is obfervable in .
thofe, that with different degrees of criminality
depart from truth in their ordinary converfation:
We are not here fpeaking of the malevolence of
pofitive flander, but of that idle and wicked
abufe of fpeech, which is employed in wilful
mifreprefentation of real faéts, at the bottom of
which too frequently lurks a certain degree of
malignity, which highly aggravates the guilt of
every departure from truth,

The fame authority, by which we are in-
joined not to fpeak evil of one another, requires
us alfo not 2o lie one to another, but to fpeak
every man truth to his neighbour: and a portion
in that lake of fire and brunﬁonc referved for

the
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;the ungodly and intpenitent is efpecially affigned

to Kars. Itis confidered as an unpardonable
inftance of corruption, when they -whofe duty *
it'is to refemble, as far as their nature will per-
mit, the perfe®ions of the Deity,-do fo far
debafe themfelves, as to imitate the father of
lies, both in name-and nature : The literal: in~
terpretation of : the title, by which he is diftin-
guithed, viz. the Devil and Satan, is, 3 flan-
derer, and an accufer ; full of hatred and malice,
and’ every fpecids' of uacharitablenefs; He is
fiiled, in the Book of Revelation, the accufer of
the-Bretbren ; his office being firft to tempt frail
mortals to difobedience, and then to accufe.them
before the throne of the Mafefty of Gop. '
Thefe are the feveral inftances in which this
Commandment is broken, -oftentimes to the
great difhonour of Gop, and to the great injury of
our neighbour, and always to the. interruption,
if not the wutter deftruction, of that ‘peace on
earth and that good-will amongft men, which it
is the principal dcﬁan of the Gofpel to eftablifh
in the world. '
It becomes our duty to’confider' now, in the
Iaft place, how we may beft be preferved ﬁ'om
the violation of this divine precept:— T
: Qur
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Our firft and greateft fecurity feems to be, to
‘remember that awful declaration of our Saviour,

that < of every idle word that men fhall {peak, they :

fhall render an account in the day of judgment ;”
that ¢ by our words we fhall be juftified, and by
our words we fhall be condemned:”” Now, furely
nothing can come fo fully within.the defcription
of idle words, as thofe which are calculated to

' do. mifchief, ‘and to difturb the’ peace of fo--

ciety ; they are idle indeed, but they are fome-
thing worfe; and what fays the Pfalmit of
fuch offenders ?—¢Thy tongue devifeth wick-
¢ ednefs ; with ligs thou cutteft like' a fharp
« razor: Thouloveft evil more than good, sand

¢¢ lying rather than to fpeak rlghtcoufnefs, Thow -
¢¢ haft loved to fpeak all words that may dovh‘ﬂﬂ;; .-
« O thou falfe tongue; therefore fhall Géﬁ'ﬁe_
<< ftroy thee for ever, and root- thee out of “the'

¢ land of the living.”" The feverity of the
punithment annexed to this crime, fhews  its
hatefulnefs in the fight of Gop, and demands
our utmoft attention to a due regulation ot our
fpeech : which accordipg to his ufe or abufe of
it, is man’s higheft ornament, or the bafef} in-
ftrument of mifchief and difhonour.
"It will alfo be of great ufe to reftrain us from
this great offence, if we remember that there is
. ’ not
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wot & word in our tengues, but Thou, O Lorp,
knoweft it altogetber : Thou knoweft that out of
the abundance of the beart the mouth [peaketh ;
and that, if we would be careful that prudence
and charity fhould dire& our difcourfe, we muft
take care that they firft take up their refidence
in our hearts. Let us accuftom ourfelves to
think, charitably of our neighbours, to put the
moft favourable conftru&ion upon their con-
du&, to make every reafonable allowance for
their frailties ; where we cannot approve, to pal-
liate ; and endeavour to alleviate, what we are
not able to juftify. Let us remember the great
. outline of our duty,  to love our neighbour
as ourfelves;” and we fhall then be as tender of
his reputation as our own. Let us remember,
that the #itnefs of our words will one day be
their Fudge : and we fhall then be careful, that
our converfation (in the firft and moft obvious
acceptation of the word) may be fuch as Ze-
cometh the Gofpel of Chriff. Our language will
then be for purity, the refemblance of that of
an angel; and for truth, as the aracles of Gob;
for charity, it will besthe natural effufion of
l_ov'mg-kindncﬁ and benevolence; and for edi-
fication, it will be fuch as-may minifter grace to
the hearers: our tongues will be exercifed in
wifdom,
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“wifdom, énd holinefs, and truth upon earth, as

préparatory to their full employment in ats of
praife and thankfgiving, in an univerfal chorus
of angels and blefled fpirits, in the kingdom of
heaven.—Now 1o Gop the Father, &c.

e

R —————

-

EXODUS xx 17.

Thou fbalt not covet thy neighbour’s boufs : Thou
JBait not covet thy neighbour’s wife : nor bis man-
Jervant, nor bis maid-fervant, nor bis ox, nor bis

afs, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.

AMONG the various duties which Chrif~
tianity prefcribes, fome have relation to the
due regulation of the fongue, fome to that of
the bands, 4and others to that of the beart ; in-
deed, what is uttered from the lips, or is per~
formed by the hands, is principally influenced
by the fuggeftions of.the heart; and therefore are
we” commanded “ to keep it with all diligence,
fince out of it are the iffues of life” and death,

Out
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Outof the heart proceed not only evil thoughts,
but alfo thofe evil aéts which defile and deftroy
the man. Cleanfe therefore the fource, and the
ftreams which flow from it, and diffufe them-
felves through every part of our condu¢t will be
pure alfo. - But who can fay, I have made, or-
can make, my heart clean? It muft be His act,
who originally made it pure, till the finful in-
ventions of men corrupted its integrity. - To
Hlm, therefore, muft our prayers be addrefled,
that He would be pleafed to renew a right fpirit
»within us.

This Ia{‘c Commandment of the fecond table
of the law points immediately to a due regula-
tion of the defires of our hearts. In terms moft
explicit it forbids that covetoufnefs, of which
our Saviour, in terms peculiarly forcible and
empbhatical, admonithes us to take beed and be-
ware. The very nature of the admonition im-
plies, that we are in more than ordinary danger
of being feduced by. this evil fpirit; and the
fins to which it leads are fuch, as are deftruc-
. tive of our prefent comfort, and ruinous to our
future hopes. In the firft place, the fin againft
which we are here warned, is marked with the
blackeft charatter of any in the whole of this
~ fecond table of the Commandmcnts Beware of

. covetoufnefs,
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covetoufnefs, which is_¢“iDOLATRY.” A ma-
nifeft transfer of the affeétions from the Creator °
to the creature ; a cafting off that confidence in
" the Great Creator and Governor of the World,
" which is both the duty and the hdppinefs of man,
and mifplacing it on the weak, corruptible, and
unfatisfactory poffeflions of the world, which
have neither ftability, nor power to prote& ;
which are moft fugitive in their nature, which
make themfelves wings and flee away : {econdly,
the fin, againft which this Commandment is
defigned to guard us, is the parent of envy; -
than which no other difpofition of mind is more
deftru&ive to our peace. He, in whom this
{pirit of covetoufnefs prevaileth, lufteth to envy;
he looks with an invidious eye on any fupe-
riority of ftation or pofleflions, to' which his
mind perhaps very unreafonably afpires; and
infenfible of the many comforts with ‘which he
is furrounded, he looks only with an anxious
eye towards fuch as he is unable to attain, It
has pleafed Gop, in His infinitely wife difpofal
of earthly things, to affign to his creatures dif-
ferent portions of worldly bleflings; different fitu-
ations, to which different duties are annexed.
The idea of equality, not to be found among
the fowls of the air, thc fithes of the fea, the

beafts
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beafts of the field, nor even among the ftars of
heaven, wherein one ftar differeth from another
ftar in glory, was left for unreafonable man to
adopt and defend, to the promotion of ftrife and
confufion, and every evil work. It makes no
part of the counfels of eternal wifdlom: From
the loweft fhrub in the wildernefs to the vene-
rable oak in the foreft; and from the leaft con-
fiderable of the lights of heaven to the moft glo--
rious Fountain of Light, to which all nature is
indebted, under the blefling of its Great Creator,
for fupport, the idea of equality is utterly ex-
cluded. Man, therefore, placed in the fituation
which Divine Providence hath afligned him in
this world, hath only to confider the purpofes
- for which he is fo placed, the duties which be«
long to his ftation; and the beft means whereby
he may be enabled to fulfil thofe duties to his
prefent comfort and his future happinefs. And
he will foon find, that the Apoftle was no
ftranger to the true nature of human happinefs,
when he declared, that godlinefs, with content-
ment, is great gain. ‘This it is which ftrikes at

the root of that vice, againft which the Com- .
mandment before us is levelled. He that hath
amind contented with his condition, and zbere-
Jore contented with it, decaufe he is perfuaded
\ that
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that himfelf and his concérns are in the hands
of Gon, is fuperior to the ordinary changes and
chances of this mortal life ;.and has no tempta- -
tion -to look with an envious eye on.the privi-
leges, pofleflions, or endowments of thofe who
appear to move in a fphere of fuperior eminence
and advantage to himfelf. ¢ This,” he may be
fuppofed to fay,  this is the path affigned me .
by my Creator ; in which I am not only - per-
rhitted, but required to advance, by honeft in-
duftry, and a faithful difchaige of the duties in-
cumbent upon me. But nothing is to tempt me,
by any indirec, difhoneft or fraudulent means, -
10 deviate from that courfe which, as a faithful
{fervant of CHRisT, it is my duty to purfue.”
Woae, faith the Prophet, to bim that coveteth an
evil covetoufngfs to bis boufe, that be may fet bis
neft on bigh : wha enlargeth bis defire as the grave,
and is as-death, and cannot be fatisfied : Wee to
bim that increafeth that which is not bis; not his
_own, but entrufted to his management, as a
fteward of the Great Proprietor of the Uni-

-verfe ; fo tranfient in its nature, that its owner -

can f{carcely be afcertained : #Woe to bim that
ladeth bimfelf with thick clgy : Thou baft confulted
Joame to thy bozf/e,/ and baft finned agam/i thy own
Joul, Habbak i (

F A third
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. A third evil, againft which this Commandment
isintended to guard us, is that voluntary penury
and want of all things, to which an evil fpirit of
covetoufnefs fo frequently expofes its deluded
votary. Ineed not bring to your minds the va:
rious inftances of extreme wretchednefs, into
which_fuch as are deeply infeCted with this vice
have been known to plunge themfelves, drag-
ging on a life of mifery worfe than death. .Such.
ftories are related of the effe&s of avarice, as -
would be ridiculous in the extreme, if they
could be recited without horror. We cannot
but grievoufly lament, that ever a rational
mind fhould be fo debafed ; that ever the af-
feétions fhould de fo wretchedly feduced; that
ever what was intended to mankind for a blef<
fing fhould be perverted into a curfe; and
that which was defigned s larger means of doing
good, fhould be abufed into an oecafion of
mifery and deftru&tion. O! could you trace
_ the miferies, which embitter every moment of

the life of this deluded worfhipper of his worth-
lefs idol! What entire miftruft of his feHow-
- creatures!| What fearful apprehenfions where
there'is no ground for fear! His days are con-
fumed in fufpicion; his flefh is dried up for

want of neceffary fuftenance ; his - nights are
- ' pafled
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pafled cither in ﬂceplcfs terrors; er, if fleep
fhould owertake, him, in herrible vifions of
plunderers "and affafflins!| He knows but of one
gratification, that of counting over his ufelefs
hoard; and even this affords him more térror
than fatisfadtion. He is fearful of being ap-
prehended in the very fa&, of enumerating
thofe treafures, which he hath fo repeatedly de-
nied that he poflefles. He lives an object of
. yniverfal contempt; which may, perhaps, be
changed into pity with thofe, who confider fuch
" irrational condud, as the effe@ of downright
infanity. Such wretches as thefe, are living ex-
smples of the truth of our Saviour’s declaration,
that we camnot ferve Gop and mammen. Matt. vi.
34. They are ftrangers. to every principle of
teligious duty ; their hearts are fteeled againft
" every. impreflion of humanity ; their ears are
deaf to all the importunity of adverfity ; their
hands are clofed.againft every inftance of libe-
rality and charicy. We canaot better addrefs
fuch miferably deluded perfons than in the fpi-
nted language of St. James:: Go to now, ye rich
weep and bowl for the miferies that fball come

upon you. Your riches. are corrupted, and yonr
Larments are motb-eaten.  Yoir gold and filver is
carkered ;. and the ruft of them fhall be a witnefs
Fa ' againft
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" againfiyon, and fball eat your flefb as it were fire.
Ye bave beaped treafure (a treafure of wrath)
againf? the laft day; the cries of thofe whom ye
have difrauded are entered into the ears of the
Lorp of Sabaoth. James v. 1, 2, &c.

In the Expofition of the Eighth Command-
ment I adverted to the unwarrantable pratices
of the gaming-table, which certainly originate
from an evil fpirit.  of covetoufnefs, and- are
purfued in a dire&t defiance: of this law : By
prefcription, the practice of geming hath ob-
tained the name and charaler of amufement,
diverfion, recreation, play. It is impoflible “to
invent a more' grofs mifnomer, than either of
thefe, as applied to this moft pernicious practice,
by which every paffion is excited, that can difs
turb, difquiet, torment, and even confume,and
deftroy, the fpirit of man. There,is not a- ma-
lignant paffion incident to corrupt nature, which
this bewitthing habit hath not a-dirdét tendency .
to excite and encourage :  envy, " hatred, ‘co-
vetoufnefs, impatience, - unbridled -rage, un-

_bounded profanenefs, and even blood-thirfty
revenge, are the concomitants of gamefters.
The. rear of this odious affemblage of - vicious .
affeCions is brought up by horrible defpairs and.
the whole fcene is too frequently terminated in

untimely
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untimely death, eitherfrom the facnﬁcc of hcalth,,
er from the laft ftroke of fuicide.—But I had:
much rather prefent my readers with that ani-
mated defcription, of this (falfely-named) amufe-
_ment, which may be found in one of the Dif-
- courfes of an eminent Prelate, whofe addrefles
to the puinc find their way to the hearts of
his hearers in a very peculiar manner ; and are;,
at this moment¥, it is hopcd produétive of -the
greateft benefit to moft numerous and: crowded:
affemblages of all ranks and defcriptions of”
hearers.— Speaking of this prversion. (as it
¢ called) hedeclares it to be fomething far dif-
« ferent from the common run of amufements;
« it has rio foundation in our natural appetites ;.
« no charms to captivate the fancy ar the un-
¢ derftanding; nothing to make glad the hears
«. of man, to give him a.cheerful countenance,.
«.and refrefh him after the cares and fatigues.
¢« of duty, but runs counter to. reafon, fenfe,.

* This was.written at.the time, when. the Lord Bithép
of London was delivering his eloquent, captivating, and-
edifying Lenten Difcourfes, in St. James’s parith church;.
the effefts of which, it is-earneftly hoped, will be both
extenfive and permanent; and we truft will one day be- ,
rendered of long and lalting benefit to the Chnﬁxanchurch,,
by. being widely circulated from the prefs.. .

F3 . “ and!
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and nature; defeats all the purpofes of amufe-
ment; finks the fpirits inftead of raiﬁng them;

fours the tcmpcr inftead of improving it; and

({3

when it is carried to its utmoft length, takes
fuch entire and abfolute poffeflion of the ioul,
as to fhut out every other concern both for
Gop and man; extinguifhes every generous
fentiment ; excites the moft malignant paf-
fions; provokes to the moft profanc expref-
fions ; brings diftrefs, fometimes ruin, upon -
its wretched votaries, their families,. friends,
and dependents ; tempts them to ufe unfair, .or
mean, or oppreflive methods of retrieving
their affairs ; and fometimes to conclude the
difmal fcene by the laft fatal a&t of defpera-
ticn. This furely can never bec ranked

“among our innocent amufements. Yet as

fuch it is purfued, and has even appropriated

to itfylf the name of prLay ; for what reafon

I know not, unlefs to play with our lives and
fortunes, with happinefs.temporal and eter-

nal, be the moft dele&able of all human en-

joyments *.

We are alfo well aware, that all the plundcr

,. and rapine, which occafion fo much mifchief and

+ * See Bifhop Porteus’s Sermons, Vol. . Difc. xiv,

2 , difquiét
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difquiet in the world would be avoided, if the
injunctions of this holy Commandment had their.
~ proper influence ; if men would be induced
carefully to watch over the fisft emotions and
defires of the heart. We fhould then have
the fatisfattipn of feeing every man gratefully.
receiving, temperately enjoying, and wifely im-
proving the bleflings of Gob’s gracious Provi-
dence :- We fhould behold them,, if not exalted-
tq a fuperior ftation, contented with an. inferior
one, and difpofed to adorn it by a virtuous con-
tengment, and by exemplary fobriety - Beftow-
ing that licle, which the Supreme Difpofer of
all things. enables them to beftow, with a cheer-
ful mind, and with a willing,hand,. for the relief
of fuch as are in neceffity : Not reaching aftcr
poﬁ'cﬁxons, which they never were intended to
enjoy, and thus lofing all relith for thofe, which
the - Providence of Gop hath brought within
- their reach: improving, with pious contentment,
the gifts whether of nature, of the world, or
of grace, tothe glory of Him that gave them ;
to their own immediate benefit and comfort;
and the advantage and happinefs of their fellow=
creatures : coveting only the beft gifts ; fuch as
- will advance their fouls in grace and holinefs ;
fuch as will render them rich in faith and in good
' ' works,

*

)
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sworks, énd' prepare them to become partakers.

of that mcorruptnble treafure in Heaven, which .

faileth not ;. where every: defire of the foul fhall.
be fatisfied with that fulnefs of moft pure - de-
light, which the Saviour of the World hath.
purchafed and prepared for all thofe that manifeft
- their love of Gop by keeping his Command-
ments.—To which flate may Gop, of his:infi~
nitée mercy, bring us all through a lively faith;.
produéhve of holy ‘obedience, for the fake of
" Jesus CurisT, our Bleffled Lorp:and- Saviour ;
To whom, with the Father and -the- Holy:
Gho{’c Three: Perfons' and One Gon, be af-
eribed, as. is moft juftly: due, all honour: and:
praife, all glory-and dominion, afl ‘worfhip: and
ador.atmn,, world without end. Amen. -

POST-



POSTSCRIPT.

HAVING now, with God's blefling, been
enabled to accomphih (however imperfeétly)
my purpofe of giving a Plain, Familiar, and’
Prattical Expofition of the Ten Command-
ments, I have only to commend thefe, with all
my other fecble endeavours, to the merciful
goodnefs of Gop ; befeeching Him, if it be His
bleffed will, to render them' fubfervient'to the
great purpofe of advancing his glory, and the
fpiritual and eternal benefit of my fellow Chrif-
tians ; and, whilft with joy and gladnefs I behold
other labourers in the vineyard fuccefsfully em-

ploying
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ploying their fuperior abilities in works of eru-
“dition and profound refearch, for the defence
and propagation of the gofPel,_and for the fur-
therance of ufeful knowledge ; I implore His.
gracious acceptance of thefe my weak efforts to
edify my fellow- Chriftians at large, in the know-
Iedge of fuch truths, as may make them wife
unto Salvation, through faith which js in Chrift
~ Jefus. Amen! Amenl
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